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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Philosophy of Religion 
Most writers attempt, at the outset, to define the 
subject of their discourse. To be certain of capturing the 
essence of an idea or concept, they will turn to renowned 
scholars and practitioners in the field and derive a compo­
site of a wide array of views and approaches to the problem. 
Such an attempt In the field of religion reveals so many de­
finitions and such variance between them, that it is soon ap­
parent no simple definition will suffice. Is it intellectual 
acceptance of an idea, ideal, or code of ethics which binds 
men together philosophically, or is it formal membership in 
an organized group having proscribed dogma and ritual?"* Is 
religion personal, or collective, or both? Definition, or 
even delimitation, of such a complex subject clearly demands 
the laying of groundwork to describe first the personal, emo­
tional nature of religion, and second, its effect on society.
^Wilbur Zelinsky. "An Approach to Religious Geogra­
phy in the United States: Patterns of Church Membership in
1952", Annals, AAG-, 51:140, June 1961. Suggested definitions 
include
(1) a mental complex accessible only to the anthropo­
logist, theologian, or psychologist; (2) a highly 
diversified body of customs, soma only Indirectly re­
lated to religious concerns; (3) & formal institu­
tion; i.e., a church or denomination; (4) a group of 
persons sharing some degree of religious identity by 
virtue of tradition or common observance.
1
Whatever the essence of religion, philosophers and 
theologians generally agree that to worship is inherent in 
man's nature. In this, we are all alike. Where we differ 
is in the choice of object of worship, and the means, place, 
time, form, and style. Beginning with the primitive, these' 
factors co-exist in the practice of religion wherein man, 
wi'th his universal hopes and fears, imputes to some Thing or 
Being.a power greater than himself, and relinquishes to that 
"wholly other" control over his c o s m o s ,  ^ In so doing, man 
becomes "religious", he believes in a power greater than him­
self, and he devotes himself to pleasing or appeasing that 
power.by governing his own thoughts and actions In a way that 
makes him distinctive.
Yet, man is an imitative creature. How does he know 
what will please his god? Like the Greek and Roman, he may 
anthropomorphize, imbuing certain deities with archetypal, 
characteristics, admiring and patterning his life after some, 
fearing and despising others, looking upon them as enemies.
The religious man may come to accept a singe, creator 
God, who reveals His will through ancient scripture and con-
‘ r
temporary charismatic prophets of the Judaic or Islamic 
faith; or in the case of Christianity, through His own Son's
^Mircea Eliaae, The Sacred and Profane. New York: 
Harper & Row, 1959* citing Rudolf Otto^s Das Heilige, 1917. 
Otto employed the term "wholly other” to describe something 
basically and totally different,, a feeling of terror before 
the sacred, awe-inspiring mystery and majesty that emanates 
an overwhelming superiority of power. He emphasized that the 
true religious experience was not an idea, an abstract notion, 
a mere moral allegory, but rather, a terrible power.
3earthly life.
To the Hindu or Buddhist of India, man’s existence 
has no. meaning except as a link in a series of deaths and re­
births as one passes from life to life at one level or anoth­
er. One’s actions are ever directed toward accumulating enough 
good deeds and avoiding enough harmful acts to entitle him to 
rebirth on a higher level.. The Buddhist strives to end the 
cycle by extinguishing within himself all craving and desire 
for earthly benefits.
In the Far East, man chooses as his model the way of 
nature, or the way of his ancestors to assure meaningfulness, 
happiness, and productivity in his own existence.
Through the ages, man has been driven to solve the 
philosopher’s riddle: Who am I? Why am I here7 Where a,m I
going? Han’s religion answers these questions in a way that 
makes his life meaningful, provides eternal interpretations 
for dally events, and controls and directs his mundane acti­
vities toward a spiritual goal.
Historical religious impact.— The choice a man makes 
in his object of worship, whether the It, They, or Him, go­
verns his entire world view. Because of religion, a man or 
nation will fight or flee, strive or accept the status quo, 
ally or divide, exploit or enlighten, build or tear down, un­
til it is apparent that religion has had an historical impact 
on man’s attitudes and activities that equals, and at times, 
surpasses any other cultural factor. To the difference in 
religion has been ascribed the commercial acumen and zeal of
4the northwest European Protestant, as well as the submissive­
ness and passivity of the southern and eastern European Cath­
olic. Religion has been at various times the protagonist or 
antagonist of science and learning, the preserver and direc­
tor of history, and the promoter of, and barrier to, cultural 
exchangei Such is the power and magnetism of religion that 
it can unite, in spirit, at least, a nation*s ruler with the 
illiterate peasant, the head of a corporation with the Jani­
tor, the white with the Negro, the free with the slave.
Man*s choice of religion may depend on time and place, 
his cultural level, or what his parents, neighbors, or coun­
trymen believe. Yet, religion is so distinctly personal, of­
ten modified by one*s own life experience, that within a gi­
ven religion or denomination or congregation, there may be 
found a wide variance between individual belief and practice 
and official dogma.^ Paradoxically, while this very personal 
nature of religion has fostered divisions within major groups, 
denominations, churches, and families, its emotional appeal 
continues to be a unifying force in regionalism, nationalism,
■^William James. The Varieties of Religious Experi­
ence. London: Collins, 19o2, p. 48. This work divides the
religious field into two aspects: institutional, and perso­
nal. The,first is related to " . . . worship and sacrifice, 
procedures for working on the dispositions of the deity, the­
ology and ceremony and ecclesiastical organization.", and is 
defined as " . . .  an external art, the art of winning the 
favor of the gods.." The personal, branch of religion is fl . • . 
the inner dispositions of man himself, . . .  his conscience, 
his deserts, his helplessness, his incompleteness. . . . the 
acts are personal not ritual acts . . .  and the ecclesiastical 
organization, with its priest, and sacraments and other go- 
betweens sinks to an altogether secondary place."
and today’s trend toward ecumenicity.^
Problems of measurement.— -A cultural field of such 
significance as religion begs to be explored by the geogra­
pher; but he, like everyone else, stumbles first over the 
problem of definition. In view of the limitless expanse of 
the subject, a choice must be made as to what aspect of re­
ligion will be examined within a particular study. For the 
purpose of this paper, then, "religion" is restricted to refer 
to James1 institutional type (supra, p. 4) and Zelinskyfs 
third category, a formal institution; i.e., church or denomi­
nation (supra, p. 1).
* I' hi i Hi— fi n i iifciiiM —  *
While numerous studies of the topic of religion have 
been undertaken, contributions by geographers have been nota- 
bly rare. Although it is possible to make broad, general 
statements about religious disti^ibution on the world or na­
tional scale, some common problems face the cultural geogra­
pher when he attempts to measure the phenomenon. If he re­
stricts his definition of religion, as in the present case, 
to formal membership in an organized group, he is next forced 
to examine what constitutes membership, since criteria vary
^\Tohn I. Clarke. Population Geography. Oxford: Per-
gamon Press, 1966, p. 101. While Glarke agrees that religion 
may'be a divisive force, promoting the formation of "distinct 
cultural nuclei", he goes on to stress the dynamism of reli­
gions, whose forms, he says, " . . .  change frequently, adapt­
ing themselves to varying conditions."
^In fact, the only complete textbook on the world geo­
graphy of religion, written by D. E. Sopher, was published as 
recently as 1967.
6between groups and denominations. Catholics, for example, 
baptize infants into membership, whereas most Protestant 
groups require baptism and/or confirmation (usually at puber­
ty). Some groups, both modern and primitive, stress a person­
al “religious experience” as a prerequisite, while still others 
accept a simple statement of faith, or regular attendance or 
participation. In the United States, some denominations drop 
members from their roles for extended non-attendance or failure 
to commune, while others list as members persons who have not 
attended for years.
What do we count, then, people, members, adults', chil­
dren and adults, family groups, or buildings? .And if we count 
buildings, it must be remembered that -American Catholics have 
fewer buildings but larger memberships per church than most 
Protestant groups, while many magnificent cathedrals in Europe 
remain relatively unattended, except for tourists, or on fes­
tive occasions.
And what of the relative impact, or strength of church 
membership In the lives of individuals today? Some persons 
attend church sporadically or regularly for the sake of social 
conformity, or even economic gain, while others build their 
social, as well as spiritual, lives around the church calen­
dar, thus becoming part of a true “religious community”• At 
any rate, few churches keep attendance records beyond the Sun­
day School level, so that it may only be assumed that each 
congregation comprises a core, or nucleus, of the “faithful” 
surrounded by a larger group whose attendance and partici'pa-
tion is irregular and perhaps more socially than spiritually 
oriented.^
Measurement of religious institutions requires clas­
sification of denominations into major groups, such as Chris 
tian, Jewish, Oriental, and for want of a better word, Sec­
tarian; but this is an oversimplification, since the major 
groups are further subdivided into Catholic and Protestant, 
Orthodox and Reformed, Buddhist, Hindu, Moslem, and so on.
^Yearbook of American Churches Annual, 1969. New 
York: . National Council of Churches, pp. 205-20(37 ~Reference 
is made to the impact of religion as determined by public 
opinion polls. The American Institute of Public Opinion, 
Princeton, New Jersey, found that the number of adults who 
had attended church the week preceding the poll had been 41$ 
in 1939* as opposed to 45$ in 1967, a total increase of 10$ in 
18 years. A 1968 Gallup survey, however, found that atten­
dance for young adults (age group 21-29) averaged 37^, or a 
decline of 11$. Gallup surveys taken in the years 1957, 1962, 
1965, 1967, and 1968 posed the question, "At the present time, 
do you think religion as a whole is increasing or losing its 
influence on American life?" The trend was toward greater 
pessimism, since the proportion of persons who believe reli­
gion is losing its influence has increased from 14$ to 67$ in 
11 years. This dramatic shift, Gallup believes, could support 
the following three conclusions:
"(l) that religion (churches and members) is increas­
ingly irrelevant to the real and increasingly complex 
world; (2) that religion is too involved in the secu­
lar world and is so 1 far out* it is losing its follow­
ing; (3) that religion has become so much a 1mirror 
image of its community and national setting that Its 
influence Is imperceptible and perhaps non-existent."
Polls taken in 1967 Indicated " . . . no significant differen­
ces In opinion between church-attending and non-church attend­
ing adults on major issues involving moral questions, such as 
capital punishment, American military involvement in Vietnam, 
open housing, and school integration."
8Again, Catholics are divided into Roman and Eastern Orthodox, 
while Protestants are divided into numerous denominations 
based on differences in creed or practice. Some emphasize a 
social, or man-centered ministry as opposed to a fundamental­
ist, or Cod-centered creed; but while Baptists are considered
fundamentalists, they are neither Protestant nor sectarian.^
Divisions among and between religious groups re-empha­
size the personal and emotional nature of religion, which 
leads to reticence of individuals in disclosing information 
pertaining to preference or practice. This fact must be kept 
in mind when studying religious distribution on any scale, for 
it hampers all data gathering and defies standardization, An 
overview of some of the religious studies done by geographers 
will bring some of the data gathering problems into clearer 
focus.
Differences in Scale 
World Distribution.--In examining religious distribu­
tion on the world, scale, Sopher (1967) encountered the major 
problem of all geographers of religion: the lack of census,
data. Even where persons are willing to disclose their reli­
ve. Brinton, J. B. Christopher, R, L, Wolff. Modern 
Civilization. Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1935*.
Baptists do not consider themselves Protestants, since the 
term connotes formation out of protest against alleged Roman 
Catholic distortions of scripture, and is associated primari­
ly with the sixteenth century Reformation movements instiga­
ted by Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin. While the former promul­
gated modifications of Catholic ritual and dogma, early Bap­
tists felt they generated a new religion patterned after the 
acts of the primitive Christian, with its basis baptism at the 
age of accountability.
9gious preference, the difficulty of "nose-counting" in most 
areas of the world is well-known. One can only estimate the 
number of religious adherents, based on national or regional 
cominance, coupled with estimated total population. A gross 
pattern emerges, which is probably sufficient in a macro­
scale study. More emphasis is placed on the nature of a par­
ticular religion and its influence in the culture of a people 
than on the absolute numbers involved.
United States Distribution.— The "broad brush" treat­
ment is less suitable at the national scale, for here may be 
found more, and finer, divisions having greater, or less ef­
fect on society.^ In the United States, there is no domina­
tion by any one religious group. Settlement by Immigrants 
from many nations has resulted in a religious potpourri in 
which major denominations are scattered throughout the country; 
and these denominations are related to economic level, social 
class, politics, and cultural interests.
Social characteristics of denominations are reflected 
in their areal distribution. In studies on the national lev­
el by Zelinsky (I960, 1961) and G-austad (1962, 1966), rural,
^Donald J. Bogue. The Population of the United States. 
Glencoe, 111.: Free Press, 1959> pp7~§’8F-709. This work pre­
sents a detailed analysis of the demographic implications of 
religion in which it was concluded, "Religious affiliation has 
no strong independent effect, but is an Important variable for 
demographic and sociological (and by implication, geographical) 
analysis." Bogue further hypothesized that " . • * certain 
clusters of social and economic traits tend to be perpetuated 
by particular denominations as part of a tradition." tExpan­
sion of this concept appears in Chapter II in a discussion of 
distribution of selected denominations in Omaha, pp. 21-27.1
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urban, and regional patterns emerged.^ Jews, Catholios, Epis­
copalians, and Unitarians concentrate in urban areas. Unitar­
ians, particularly, congregate in conjunction with institutions 
of higher learning. Baptists and fundamentalist sects are nu­
merous in rural areas, along with Lutherans and Methodists.
Regionally, the South stands out as a predominantly 
Protestant area having strong Baptist and Methodist representa­
tion, although a Catholic anomaly appears in Louisiana, a re­
sult of early French settlement. States bordering on Mexico 
show heavy Catholic concentration, due to early Spanish and 
Mexican influence. Immigration to New England by the Irish re­
placed the original Protestant majority with Catholics, who al­
so show a high density in the urbanized Manufacturing Belt. 
Scandinavian and German immigrants to the north central and 
midwestern states provide a Lutheran plurality, particularly in 
rural areas.
The most distinct religious region centers in Utah and 
contiguous portions of Wyoming, Idaho, and Nevada, where Mor­
mons exceed 90% of the total church membership in many locali­
ties. The most widely dispersed major Protestant denominations 
are the Methodist, Presbyterian, and Episcopalian groups, al­
though the latter have their nucleus in a number of the middle
^Two excellent sources by Edwin S. Gaustad, Historical 
Atlas of Religion in America. First Edition, New York: Harper
& Row, 19?27and A Religious History of America. New.York:
Harper & Row, 196^, trace the history of the development and 
distribution of religious denominations in America from the ear­
ly Colonial period to the present. Zelinsky and Gaustad, in in­
fluencing and encouraging one another, have probably contributed 
most to the study of religious geography In America.
11
Atlantic states.
Data Sources and Collection.— While Zelinsky^ arti­
cle on religious distribution in the United States is consi­
dered a classic, he complains of the paucity of data, noting 
that the last national religious census was made in'1.936*
Due to the traditional American concept of separation of 
church and state, religious questions have been eliminated 
from the national census since that date* Attempts to include 
religious data in the I960 census were defeated by persons who 
considered even queries on religious preference to be an inva­
sion of privacy.
The most recent source of data is the Yearbook of Am­
erican Churches (i960), published by the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States, which presents denom­
inational statistics for SMSA's (Standard Metropolitan Statis­
tical Area), counties, states, and regions for the year 1952. 
Although more complete and consistent than the 1936 census, 
the Yearbook omitted over 100 denominations, or 20^ of the to­
tal church membership in the United States. The editors em­
phasised that their study was not a religious census per se, 
but an analysis of data provided by 114 religious bodies com­
prising their organization. Data gathering methods varied, but 
most were derived from denominational yearbooks and/or minis­
ters and administrators, whose records are sometimes sketchy. 
Analysts were faced with the usual problem of membership cri­
12
teria differences between denominations, as well as some non­
reporting churches.
Reported membership was estimated to be 49.2^ of the
population of the United States as of the 1950 census. This
total exceeded the 195& census figure by 33'% % while total 
population increase in the 14-year period was 18sT.
Yearbook, of American Churches Annual, 19&9 (p•
iv) presents a succinct outline of the limitations and weak­
nesses of church statistics gathered by any group or indivi­
dual :
(1) Church statistics are always incomplete. They 
pass through many skilled and unskilled hands, 
and are reported through various channels of 
bureaucratic structure.
(2) Data are not always comparable. Definitions
of membership vary between denominations. Jew­
ish congregations estimate the number of Jews 
in a. community having a synagogue. Roman Cath­
olic and Protestant groups decree baptism, but 
some denominations baptize earlier and confirm ' 
earlier.
(3) Data never cover any single year. Fiscal years 
differ between denominations. Some do not re­
port regularly. Any effort to manipulate such 
a combination of current and non-current data 
for interpretation or projection is hazardous.
(4) Some more important types of data are not avail­
able. Attendance records are rarely kept.
There are no overall data on participation, and 
no general data on patterns of church giving.
(5) Increasingly, material from regional and sam­
ple surveys and projects are available and can 
be used to supplement statistics reported.
This offers a promising prospect if data can 
be improved.
Regional Studies.--Clearly, census and Yearbook data 
are inadequate for a regional study such as Hotchkiss* (1950)
13
dissertation in which he related the Protestant institutions 
of Cincinnati to the Master Plan drawn.up by the Cincinnati 
Planning Commission. Here was a practical application of the 
geographic approach requiring intensive field work and ques­
tionnaires from Individuals as well as institutions. A pro­
fessional staff aided the author in data gathering and analy­
sis.
Intensive Local Studies.— In micro-scale studies, 
there is little or no published religious data with which the 
geographer may work. He must gather it himself, by question­
naire and/or personal Interview, and correlate it with such 
published demographic data as may be available. The Department 
of Research and Planning, Nebraska Council of Churches, comple­
ted a survey of suburban Omaha in 1968 in an attempt to project 
the religious needs of the Omaha area. Data-gathering problems 
included comparison with a 1958 religious census of Omaha house­
holds compiled by untrained volunteers, 1968 figures obtained 
through phone calls to institutions, many of which do not keep 
membership lists, using factors to compensate for varying mem­
bership criteria, refusal of some churches to provide any in­
formation, and so on.
Obviously, methods and conclusions derived at on© 
level cannot be applied to another, for problems differ at 
each scale. Methods proven satisfactory at the world or na­
tional scale would produce hopelessly gross results in a lo­
cal study; and whereas in a city, one may more easily sample 
institutions or individuals, results cannot be generalized
12
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dissertation in which' he related the Protestant institutions 
of Cincinnati to the Master Plan drawn up by the Cincinnati 
Planning Commission. Here was a practical application of the 
geographic approach requiring intensive field work and ques­
tionnaires from individuals as well as institutions. A pro­
fessional staff aided the author in data gathering and anal­
ysis.
Intensive Local Studies.--In smaller scale studies, 
there is little or no published religious data with which 
the geographer may work. He must gather it himself, by 
questionnaire and/or personal interview, and correlate it 
with such published demographic data as may be available.
The Department of Research and Planning,. Nebraska Council of 
Churches, completed a survey of suburban Omaha in 1968 in an 
attempt to project the religious needs of the Omaha area.
Data problems included comparison with a 1953 religious cen­
sus of Omaha households compiled by untrained volunteers,
1968 figures obtained through phone calls to institutions, 
using factors to compensate for varying membership criteria, 
refusal of some churches to provide information, and so on.
Obviously, methods and conclusions derived at one 
level cannot be applied to another, for problems differ at 
each scale. Methods proven satisfactory at the world or na­
tional scale would produce hopelessly gross results In a lo­
cal study; and whereas In a city, one may more easily sample 
institutions or individuals, results cannot be generalized
beyond the. study area, due to wide regional variance
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Summary
In the face of these formidable obstacles, why does 
the geographer persist in the study of religion, and what 
approach does he select? Isaac (1965, p. 14) questions 
11 . • . if geographers, by training or inclination, will feel 
themselves fitted to venture into a borderland whose land­
scape is studded with the wrecks of former geographic intru­
ders." The most encouraging answer comes from Zelinsky (1961, 
pp. 166-167) who states:
Of central importance to geographers is this fact 
that religious institutions seek out, accentuate, 
and preserve differences among men. . . . Religion 
is a significant element in the population geogra­
phy of the United States, in the geography of a 
number of economic, social, and cultural phenome­
na, and in the genesis and persistence of general 
cultural regions; but we have too little knowledge 
of the precise ways in which religion operates in 
these various directions. Devising ways to col­
lect and interpret information for testing this 
hypothesis may prove to be one of the most diffi­
cult, • . . most rewarding tasks awaiting the stu­
dent of American cultural geography.'
Since, as has been shown, religion has no single, 
clearly defined philosophy, is expressed in more forms than 
there are races, embodies a sacredness that moves nations, 
a secularity that moves no one, and an almost animate resis­
tance to measurement, the solution that provides for most con­
tingencies must be limitation.
For the purpose of this study, then, religion was re­
stricted to mean membership in a formal institution dedicated
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to worship. Ethics, creed, doctrine, and form were referred 
to only insofar as each was thought to have a direct hearing 
on membership criteria, parish structure, location, level of 
giving, or degree of appeal (competitiveness). Measurement 
of impact.was beyond the scope of this study, and was left 
to the poll-taker or sociologist.
The study area was limited to a size at which a lone 
researcher might better control data gathering problems; i.e., 
the northwest fringe of Omaha. The following chapter, then, 
outlines the purpose of this study, describes the approach, 
and deals with the study area itself, its characteristics, 
and its relationship to Omaha.
CHAPTER II
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY, DELIMITATION AND 
DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREA
Statement of Purpose,--Religion has “been established 
as a valid, though neglected, field of research for the geo­
grapher, This neglect has been ascribed by most writers to 
paucity, inconsistency, and non-comparability of data, no 
matter what aspect of the subject is examined, Clarke(1965, 
p. 101) summarizes the problem by stating, ,fIt will be re­
alized that any examination of religion which is purely qual­
itative lacks penetration, so only in a few parts of the world 
are we able to link the religious composition of the popula­
tion either with man*s activities and habitat or with his dis­
tribution, migrations and growth,11
Consequently, this thesis was an intensive local stu­
dy in an area of urban expansion, using religion a3 the cent­
ral theme. Primarily, it wa3 an attempt to discover the ways 
in which religion is organized and related to economic, so­
cial, and cultural phenomena in a dynamic setting. Omaha is 
one of the most diverse religious areas in the United State3, 
being situated in an urban county having a Catholic plurality 
surrounded by a non-Catholic rural setting. What happens to
16
churches on the fringe, when urbanization occurs within a few 
years? Which denominations are the first to relocate, aban­
don, or move in to serve the growing population? And are 
there measurable factors related to viability of any church?
This last question leads to the secondary purpose of 
this thesis; namely, proving that religious data can be ga­
thered, quantified, and analyzed meaningfully so as to be use­
ful to municipal, commercial, and religious agencies.
Urban Fringe Definition.— In determining a significant
region for study, the growth factor within a transition area
seemed most attractive. It was decided, then, to limit this
study to churches within a universally problematic area, the
urban fringe and rural-urban fringe, defined as follows:
The urban fringe is the active expansion center of 
the compact economic city. It is smaller in area 
. than the rural-urban fringe which may be classified 
as that area adjoining the urban fringe outward from 
the economic city in which there is an intermingling 
of characteristically urban land uses. . . . more of 
a transition area in which the rural land pattern 
begins to be affected directly by the urban economy 
through introduction of major land uses which are 
not strictly rural. (Baker, 1958, p. 5, citing An­
drews, 1942, p. 169).
Wehrwein (1942) defined the rural-urban fringe as an 
area of transition between well-recognized urban land uses and 
the area devoted to agriculture. Further, he emphasized that 
the built-up city is not necessarily conterminous with the po­
litical city, but.an extension of the city Itself, with most • 
land .uses in flux. Wehrwein considered it unfortunate that
18
much rural-urban fringe land is already "frozen", with lot 
sizes, streets, and public utilities the result of haphazard 
growth or the decisions of speculative subdividers.
Delimitation of the Research Area.--On the basis of 
the above definitions, the particular sector selected for 
study in this thesis is outlined in Figure 1, page 19, as 
that part of Omaha lying north of West Dodge Road and Cass 
Street, and west of Seventy-second Street. These arterials 
are traditional, as well as practical, boundaries; for Dodge 
Street divides the city north and south, and Seventy-second 
Street was for many years the uninterrupted legal western li­
mit of the incorporated city.
Relationship of the Study Area to Omaha.— To appre­
hend the significance of the fringe area, one first needs to 
examine the pattern of religious institutions for Omaha as a 
whole. With the gradual decline of population in the Omaha 
central city, the center of population has been shifting 
somewhat southward, but predominantly to the west. Figure 2, 
page 20, reflects the shifting population pattern in Omaha 
In terms of church densities. Church locations are plotted 
by section (one square mile) for the city of Omaha, and the 
study area Is again outlined so that comparison of church 
densities may be made. As indicated, the 25 churches within 
the northwest fringe constitute 8.2^ of the 305 religious In­
stitutions in the city, while the study area population com­
prises 9.3^ of the population of Douglas County, as estima-
19
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10ted by the Omaha Metropolitan Area Transportation Study.
There is, of course, a time lag between population movement 
and new church building, abandonment, and relocation; never­
theless, the dynamic nature of the fringe area is probably 
depicted as well by religious distribution as by any other 
single phenomenon, since religion is closely related to so­
cial, economic, and cultural factors.
Patterns of Selected Denominations in Omaha.— Location 
patterns of selected denominations in Omaha are mapped in Fig­
ure 3> pages 22 and 23* for comparison with study area distri­
bution patterns. Denominations comprising 57*7# of all chur­
ches listed in the 1969 Telephone Directory and the Omaha City 
Directory. 1969. are divided as follows:
All Baptist 15.4#
Lutheran 15.4$
Catholic 13.8#
Presbyterian 6.9#
All Methodist 6.2#
The only data available on membership were compiled in 
the Nebraska Council of Churches study (1968, p. 30). for Doug­
las and Sarpy counties, and are listed as follows:
American Baptist 2.0#
Lutheran 6.0#
Catholic 51.0#
Presbyterian 8.0#
Methodist 8.7#
^°The Omaha Metropolitan Area Transportation Study 
(1968), hereinafter referred to as O.M.A.T.S., was conducted 
by Barton-Asehman Associates, Inc., Chicago, for the Omaha 
Planning Board. The study provides population estimates and 
other data for 1966 based on the Current Population Reports 
Series P-25, No. 296 (July, 1964) Series C, prepared by the 
Bureau of the Census showing national population forecasts.
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These membership estimates constitute 75*1% of the total area 
membership, and were derived from information provided by 
constituent churches and the Omaha Archdiocese. Membership 
totals for each denomination (including Catholic) were in­
creased by 50% to include children. In comparison, the Na­
tional Council of Churches Yearbook (1957) membership figures 
included children only when specified by particular denomina­
tions (Catholics, and some fundamentalist groups). Yearbook 
totals for Douglas County, 1952, follow:
Membership as per cent of
population All faiths 55*5%
Protestant 24,0%
Catholic 27,0%
Per cent total of reported
members Catholic 50.7$
Protestant 45,0%
Comparison between percentages of church buildings 
now existing In the Omaha metropolitan area and percentages 
of total area membership whould seem to indicate that Catho­
lics have larger memberships per church than Lutherans and 
Baptists, a condition Zelinsky (1961) reports to hold true 
nationally.
In Figure 5, Map A, Catholic churches are heavily 
concentrated In older neighborhoods and correlate with sou­
thern and eastern European ethnic groups in generally lower 
Income brackets. The distribution thins somewhat toward the 
northern section of Omaha which was formerly lower middle 
class white residential, but is now predominantly Negro. A 
few Catholic churches have been recently established on the
25
western fringe, in upper middle-class residential areas.
Three churches cluster between Sixtieth and Seventy-second 
Streets in a densely populated belt of lower middle-class 
residences. This strip appears as a marked void in Major 
Protestant distribution patterns.
Major Protestant churches^ (Map B) cluster in older 
residential neighborhoods and in and-near the CBD (Central 
Business District). A .noticeable decline appears between 
Sixtieth and Seventy-second Streets, followed by an increase 
in the inner fringe (Seventy-sixth to Ninety-sixth Streets).
A pronounced nucleus occurs to the southwest, an area of upper 
middle-class homes.
On Map C, Non-major Protestant churches tend to clus­
ter in the Negro district (north of Dodge between Sixteenth 
and Forty-second Streets), in lower- and lower middle-class 
areas in South Omaha, in the densely populated northwest inner 
fringe near Seventy-second and Dodge Streets, and along a new­
ly built-up arterial to the southwest where' land costs were 
relatively low in years past. Note the higher incidence of 
Non-major denominations in the belt from Sixtieth to Seventy- 
second Streets which correlates with Catholic churches, but 
not Major Protestant denominations.
■Baptist church distribution on Map D includes major 
sub-denominations along with Southern Baptist and other non-
1 11
iJ-This category includes American.and General Bap- . 
tist, Christian, Congregational, Episcopal Lutheran, Metho­
dist, Presbyterian, Unitarian, and United Church of Christ.
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major -sub-denominations'which- were omitted from the Major 
Protestant distribution map, in order to show the heavy., con­
centration in the Negro section, and the peripheral pattern 
of the four Southern Baptist churches (indicated by the letter 
£3 on the map). According to one Southern Baptist minister, 
this sub-denomination deliberately sought peripheral locations 
for these churches in order to serve increasing numbers of 
their constituents who were moving into the Omaha area from 
other states.
Lutheran churches, Map S, page 23> concentrate in a 
crescent shape around the* CBD, while five churches are within 
the business district itself. There is a high correlation 
with older, middle-class neighborhoods, and also with middle- 
class outer fringe suburbs. No Lutheran churches are located 
between Sixtieth and Seventy-second Streets. In terms of in­
dividual synods, American Lutheran churches are mostly in the 
inner crescent. Lutheran Church of America congregations ap­
pear most frequently in older neighborhoods south of Dodge 
Street, while the Missouri Synod churches are widely dis­
persed throughout the city.
Presbyterian churches on Map F form a crescent pattern 
west of the CBD in older, upper middle-class residential 
neighborhoods. Few Presbyterian churches appear in fringe lo­
cations.
Methodist churches, Map Gr, are widely distributed 
north and south of the CBD in older, middle-class neighbor-
27
hoods. Fringe locations concentrate in the southwest In up­
per middle class areas.
Study Area Character!sties.--The study area outlined 
in Figures 1 and 2, pages 19 and 20, comprises 70 square miles 
with an average population density of approximately 250 per 
square mile. Inasmuch as distribution Is uneven, for the pur­
pose of this study, the area has been divided according to
*1 p
population density Into an inner, middle, and outer fringe.
Development of most of the area west of Seventy-second 
Street began with commercial and residential build-up along 
arterials (Seventy-second,- Ninetieth, Dodge, Blondo, Maple,
and Military). Y/ithin these boundaries, residential develop­
ment gradually replaced agricultural land use, initially, by 
scattered individual dwellings and widely separated clusters; 
more recently, by realtors* or builders* subdivisions. Prior 
to 1954, most of the land was vacant or devoted to agricul­
tural use, and such dwellings as existed were not served by 
the city. There were few paved streets, sidewalks, sewers, 
schools, or police and fire protection. Until annexation in
•^Baker (1958, p. 6) provides a descriptive classi­
fication of Omaha’s western fringe which corresponds to the 
population distribution pattern depicted in Figure 1:
(1) ’’Fully urbanized area” (8/10 or more filled 
with urban features); (2) ’’Urbanized area” (any 
area having a closely spaced street pattern pre­
cluding normal agricultural use); (3) ’Urban 
fringe (periphery or boundary of the fully urba­
nized area); (4) ’’Zone of urban transition” (the 
entire area outside the continuous, fully urbanized 
portion of the city extending out from the urban 
fringe to include all urban features bearing a close 
resemblance to the city).
1965, the sector north of Maple Street depended upon a volun­
teer fire department from the unincorporated village of Ir­
vington (situated in the area of Ninetieth and Belmont Streets, 
Figure 2, page 20). The three oldest churches occur in the 
area north of Maple, While the Lutheran church is highly vi­
able, the other two, Christian and Presbyterian, are reloca­
ting.
Within the study area as a whole, new subdivisions 
sprang up in a leap-frog fashion; i.e., old and new neighbor­
hoods do not spread outward from Seventy-second and Dodge 
Streets in a progressive pattern, but rather, they are inter- 
fingered, and in some cases, still interspersed with agricul-. 
tural and vacant land. Consequently, annexation has been ir­
regular and hard-fought. Irregularity of development is re­
flected in the population density patterns in Figure 1, 
where 30me O.K.A.T. S. zones nearer the city have a lower 
density than others further west or north.
Churches thus far have confined themselves to the 
area east of the Interstate, with the exception of one long- 
established rural Lutheran church near Bennington. The dis­
tribution pattern of churches does not correspond precisely 
with population distribution, a factor which is examined in 
detail in Chapter IV.
Summary
In examining the northwest fringe and its relationship 
to Omaha, the writer has tried to emphasize the dynamic nature
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of religion, in that it tends to be one of the first cultural 
phenomena to react to population movements and social struc­
ture, Fringe area churches have proliferated in number and 
type prior to paved streets, annexation, schools, shopping 
centers, and recreational facilities, Anticipating residen­
tial growth, the church sometimes enters an area first, and 
the population follows, because of available land, construc­
tion of the Interstate, or other factors which have yet to be 
identified.
In order to isolate and measure the significance of 
cultural and physical features which might co-vary with re- 
ligious institutions, the approach in this thesis deviates 
from some of the traditional geographic concepts and utilizes 
a statistical analytic method. Statistical techniques em­
ployed herein are described and explained in Chapter III, 
prior to the discussion of methods of procedure. Raw data, 
detailed explanations of data selection, and extensive tables 
have been relegated to the Appendix so as to preserve continu­
ity and emphasize the more significant findings and tech­
niques.
CHAPTER III
STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES AND 
METHOD OF PROCEDURE
Dynamism contributes to the attractiveness of the 
rural-urban fringe as a study area; but a simple descriptive 
study of religious institutions in such a small region would 
scarcely be of interest beyond the immediate locale. . In com­
pensating for religious data-gathering problems, however, 
smallness of area is an advantage. One of the purposes of 
this study is to select and test statistical techniques that 
may be applied to religious data. Characteristics with re­
gard to the northwest fringe itself become more significant 
if they can be quantified, rather than simply described.
For the kinds of statistical background to -be present­
ed in this section, two recent books which focus on general 
application were used extensively.*^ A detailed explanation
A. Ferguson. Statistical Analysis in Psychology 
and Education. New York: KcCraw-Hill, 196eT” Emphasis is
placed on analysis and interpretation of data resulting from 
the conduct of experiments. This work attempts to introduce 
the practical technology of statistics along with the nature 
of statistical ideas.
J. P. G-uilford. Fundamental Statistics in Psychology 
and Education. New York: McGraw-Hill', 1965T” ThIs work in­
corporates the newer developments in statistical methods along 
with changes in the relative importance of the various statis­
tical procedures.
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of statistical terms and techniques, along'with criteria for 
their selection, is offered at this point to clarify the dis­
cussion of procedure which follows.
Population.— In Chapter II, the study area was deli­
mited and identified as the northwest fringe of Omaha. The 
total number of persons or things being observed within that 
area is known as the population. A population may be finite 
or infinite; i.e., indefinitely large. For example, the num­
ber of churches In an area is finite, but the total number of 
possible observations of those churches is indefinitely large. 
Sample pertains to a finite portion of a population. A sam­
ple may be large or small. Large samples often refer to 30 
or more observations, persons, or things. Small samples re­
fer to less than 30.
Descriptive and Sampling Statistics.— Statistical pro- 
cedures may be divided into two types: descriptive and sam­
pling.^21' In descriptive statistics you describe, in sampling 
statistics you infer. By definition, then, a population 
could be a sample of a still larger population; or a sample 
considered as an aggregate could be treated as a population.
At the time this Investigation was undertaken, there were 25 
churches existing and functioning within the northwest fringe
^ A s  explained by Ferguson (1966, p. 9), "Statistical 
procedures used in describing the properties of samples, or 
of population where complete population data are available, 
are referred to by some writers as Mescriptive statistics ; 
whereas,"” . . . statistical procedures used in the drawing 
of Inferences about the properties of populations from sample 
data are frequently referred to as 1 sampling statistics1. *f
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of-Omaha. These 25 churches were considered as an aggregate 
and treated as the population in this study.
Samples.— From the different methods of sampling com- _ 
monly used, four were selected for this study: systematic,
stratified, purposive, and incidental.
In systematic sampling, one follows a pattern; e.g., 
choosing the six highest and lowest scoring churches for a 
variable or variables. In discussing systematic sampling, 
Ferguson (1966, pp. 133-134-) says, "Although in most practi­
cal situations such a sample may be viewed a3 random, the 
possibility exists that the variable under investigation may 
not be independent of the basis of ordering, and a biased 
sample may result."
In stratified sampling, the strata or subpopulations 
are known, and they are mutually exclusive; e.g., the popula­
tion may comprise major and non-major denominations. When 
random selection is made within the stratum, it is often con­
sidered a modified form of random sampling.
In purposive sampling, the sample is arbitrarily se­
lected on the basis of knowledge of the population; e.g., the 
Lutheran churches form a plurality within the study area and 
therefore may be expected to have the greatest impact on the 
population. If not enough Is known about the population, 
the purposive sample can be very biased.
In incidental sampling, the sample is used simply be­
cause it is easy to obtain; e.g., choosing the one Catholic
church in the northwest fringe because the data are readily 
available. There may be extreme bias if one generalizes the 
results of the sample to its population.
Within this thesis, sampling was used when studying 
parts of the church population, or parts of the study area. 
The sampling technique, then, dealt with subpopulation and 
subarea characteristics. These characteristics were contrast 
ed, similarities and differences considered, between and a- 
mong samples, and between and among samples and population.
Using churches as the central theme, the following
samples were examined: ^
Denomination vs. denomination (between)
Older vs. newer neighborhoods 
More-planned vs. less-planned neighborhoods 
Inner vs. middle vs. outer fringe 
Sub-denomination vs. sub-denomination (within)
Variables.-— Sample characteristics, or properties, 
are often called variables in research. The term variable 
In this study refers to the data or information culled from
i
personal interviews with the ministers of all existing congre 
gations, for the purpose of gathering data pertaining to the 
church site, the physical plant, the history, and the geogra­
phic as well as demographic distribution of membership. In 
addition, background information regarding churches, popula­
tion density, and nature of areal development was obtained 
through Interview with key personnel of the Nebraska Council 
of Churches, the Omaha Planning Commission, and local real­
tors. Data were also compiled from O.M.A.T.S., Polkfs Omaha
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City Directory, 1969. aerial photographs, and city maps.
Only those variables were selected whose values could 
be verified by church records, blueprints, maps, photographs 
or published data which are universally considered to be re­
liable sources. The greatest effort was made to eliminate 
data based on estimate, opinion, wishful thinking, or conjec­
ture, either on the part of persons interviewed, or the au­
thor.
A list of variables (l) through (42) may be found in 
Appendix I, p* 80. The nature of a number of these variables 
demanded the devising of a coding system which would, adequate­
ly provide for several conflicting factors within one catego­
ry. Appendix II, p. 85* contains a detailed explanation of 
the selection criteria and coding system employed in the com­
putation of raw data values.
In selecting the correlation technique to be applied 
in this study, it was first necessary to determine whether 
the variables could be classified as continuous or discrete.
A continuous variable implies that an infinite, or "indefi­
nitely large number of in-between values may occur.11 (Fer­
guson, 1966, p. 12.) For example, property value is a con­
tinuous variable. r,A discontinuous, or discrete, variable 
can take specific values only. Size of family is a discon­
tinuous variable.11 You cannot have 3h family members. Num­
bers of baptized and/or confirmed persons in a congregation 
are also discrete variables. There are no values in-between 
baptized and confirmed. In this thesis, then, all the varia­
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bles were treated as discrete, since the population is finite 
and small (N=25 churches). Many of the variables are dis­
crete “per se, though some variables (e.g., property value) 
have underlying principles of continuity. In actuality, how­
ever, these continuous variables appear to have many gaps.
For these reasons, the data were treated as discontinuous*
Another classification system, as discussed by Fergu­
son (1966, pp. 12-16), would designate the variables as or­
dinal, rather than nominal, Interval, or ratio. According to 
Ferguson, "An ordinal variable is a property defined by an 
operation which permits the rank, ordering of the members of a 
group; that is, not only are statements of equality and dif­
ference possible, but also statements of the kind greater 
than or less than." In this study, data for the most part 
lent themselves to discrete, ordinal variable collation and 
analysis. No other classification was possible.
Correlation Coefficient.--The nature of the variables 
and the smallness of the population in this study led to the 
selection of Spearman1s rank-difference correlation coeffi­
cient (rho) for the purpose of determining relationships be­
tween variables.
In a study of a subject as complex as religion, some 
factors that cannot be controlled, such as leadership (cleri­
cal and lay), denominational proportion of the city and fringe 
population, parish structure, internal denominational charac­
teristics, etc,, may contaminate the measurement situation to
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a varying degree,^ For this reason, this study was unable
-j /f
to consider cause said effect, specifically. It was research 
rather than experimentation, correlational rather than experi­
mental. However, it attempted to quantify qualifications and 
subject them to test. 'Variables for churches, areas, samples, 
and population were subjected to such statistical techniques 
as ranges, medians, rank-difference correlations, averages of 
medians, etc. Sajnpiing as well as descriptive statistics were 
considered. Quantifications in design and methodology lent 
themselves to clearer interpretations. The process went from 
denotation to description, to classification, to comparison,
. to inference. Logic, reasonableness, and probability were in­
cluded. It is thus hoped that a contribution to the geography 
of religion has been made.
5fhe degree of relationship of two variables cannot 
be construed as directly proportional to rho. Guilford (1965* 
pp. 103-105) states, ’’The coefficient of correlation is simply 
an Index number, not a measurement on a linear scale of equal 
units, . . . whenever a relationship between two variables is - 
established, the fact that the correlation coefficient is small 
may merely mean that the measurement situation is contaminated 
by some factor(s) uncontrolled or not held constant.”
loperguson (1966, p. 16) justifies this type of study 
when he says, "A useful and, indeed, Important distinction may 
be made 'between experimental and correla11onal investigations.” 
He cites L. J. cFonbachT^rFe Two Disciplines of Scientific 
Psychology,” American Psychologist, 12 (1957), 671-684.:
"The well-known virtue of the experimental method is 
that it brings situational variables under tight con­
trol. It thus permits rigorous tests of hypotheses 
and confident .statements about causation. The cor­
relational method, for Its part, can study what man 
has not learned to control.”
Method of Procedure
Data for this investigation were tabulated with the 
churches as rows; i.e., from A, to Y, and the variables as 
columns; i.e., from (1) Accessibility, to (42) Vacant land. 
For the complete list of variables, the reader is referred to 
Appendix I, pages 80-84. To preserve anonimity, churches 
were listed alphabetically with the key denomination word de­
termining the order. Within a denomination, alphabetical 
order was also followed; e.g., under Lutheran were listed the 
American Lutheran, Lutheran Church in America, and the Mis­
souri Synod sub-denominations (also alphabetically by name).
Due to the conflicting nature of some variables, a 
coding system was devised so that columns could be ordered 
in the same hypothecated direction. An explanation of va­
riable selection and the coding system is contained in Ap­
pendix II, pages 85-89. For each variable, the datum for 
each church was entered. For example, property values 
ranged from $16,000 to #564,000. Each church had its phy­
sical plant value listed under the Building Cost column (17) 
and across from its letter notation.
A data matrix (a rectangular arrangement of elements) 
was then formed. In Appendix I, pages 80-84, the columns 
were individually ranked for the 25 churches; e.g., the 
church with the highest property value was given the rank 
of 1^, the second highest, the rank of 2, and so on, until 
the twenty-fifth was given the rank of 25, or its equivalent.
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(A minimum of omissions occurred within the data matrix for 
some churches where data were u n a v a i l a b l e . R a n g e s  and me­
dians of columns based on raw data are listed in Appendix III, - 
pages 90-91.
Spearman1s rho was selected as the correlation tech­
nique for computer analysis of data. The Spearman program is 
specifically designed for small samples (30 cases or less), 
so the rank orders of the 42 variables were reviewed to de­
termine which ones might reasonably be eliminated.
Some variables consistently approached a positive 
correlation of 1.0 for eac]i church, such as Population (23)# 
School Age Population (24), Total Dwellings (25), Occupied 
Dwellings (2.6), and Cars (27), so that variable (23) was-se­
lected as representative of all five, and the other four 
were eliminated. Also discarded were those variables showing 
many tied ranks of three or more, such as variables (7)# (10), 
and (11), since correlation with these variables would be re­
petitive and, consequently, less meaningful. Variables (19) 
and (20) were discarded due to omission of data for several 
churches. Variables (37)# (38), and (39) under the Land Use 
Acreage section were discarded as occupying the lowest pro-
•^One denomination, represented by church E, charac­
teristically refuses to divulge statistical data. Other omis­
sions occur in columns (1'9) and (20) which pertain to size 
and cost of parsonage, respectively. Churches A, B, and Y do 
not provide a parsonage but grant the pastor a housing allow­
ance. Church U never employs a pastor, utilizing laymen as 
preachers, thus the omission in column (12), as well as those 
in columns (19) and (20). Churches (3 and W had vacant pas­
torates at the time interviews for this study were*made.
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portion of land in the study area. Variable (3) concerns a 
probable future, rather than existing, advantage in church 
location, so it was omitted from the intercorrelation analy­
sis also. Those 12 variables which were eliminated from the 
correlation matrix were included, where significant, in other 
analyses and in the Appendices.
Procedures of Analysis 
After reducing the number of cases to 30, Spearman^ 
rho was determined for the variables; i.e., variable (1) with 
variable (2), with variable (4), . . . with variable (4,2), 
for the entire variable (columnar) matrix contained in Appen­
dix IV, pages 92-94 .
The second statistical analysis was to cluster the 
high positive correlations, the low, or zero, correlations, 
and the high negative correlations to determine what relation­
ship, if any, existed between variables. Churches were then 
listed in terms of the high correlation patterns; e.g., which 
churches tended to be rank-ordered low or high for the high 
positive correlation clusters?
For the third analysis, ranges and medians of the 
rank orders by rows were computed and listed. Each row 
(church) had a median value, and these were ranked from high 
(3.5) to low (21.0). Churches In the high and low six median 
ranges were analyzed in terms of median patterns; e.g., which 
variable for which churches tended to result in low or high 
median values? These variables were then tabulated to aid in
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the selection of significant variables to be considered with 
samples.
Analyses IV and V tested two methods of determining 
growth rate: Family Units/Xears Organized, and Family Units/
Age of Building. These formulas provided a basis for compari­
son in determining the relative significance of selected vari­
ables as they influence the viability of a church.
Analysis VI dealt with per capita contribution among 
denominations, based on the formula: Monthly Budget/Family
Units. Comparisons were made between national norms and ob­
servations within the study area population to determine si­
milarities and differences between the local area and nation­
al socio-economic patterns.
In the seventh analysis, Protestant churches were 
classified into two denominational categories, "Major1* and 
"Non-major" (since "Minor” has an erroneous negative conno­
tation) . Because the population Is small, an eclectic ap­
proach was used in determining criteria.
Hotchkiss (1950, p. 23) classified all churches in­
to four major groups: Major Protestant, Roman Catholic,
Jewish, and All Other as a basis for comparison of religious 
distribution in Cincinnati, Chicago, and Atlanta. The "Major 
Protestant" group comprised those Protestant denominations 
which included approximately 75^ of the Protestants in each 
instance. Groups included in "All Other" were the non-Protes­
tant, non-Roman Catholic, Jewish, and smaller denominations 
and sectarian groups.
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Limitations of this study precluded gathering of de­
tailed membership data for the entire city. Difficulties of 
such a task are outlined in the Nebraska Council of Churches 
study (1968, pp. 29, 30), which used estimates in deriving 
membership data for all but their constituent churches. 
Constituent churches were listed as:^
American Baptist 
Christian (Disciples)
Lutheran
United Methodist
Presbyterian
United Church of Christ
This group corresponds to Major Protestant denominations lis­
ted by Hotchkiss, except that the Cincinnati study included 
Episcopal and Unitarian groups.
The population in the northwest fringe area includes 
the six denominations listed above, plus the Episcopal de­
nomination listed by Hotchkiss. Membership in these denomi­
nations comprises 65,^ of total membership of the 25 churches 
in the population, so these have been designated Major Protest­
ant denominations.^
^ The six participating denominations in the Nebraska 
Council of Churches study were found to hold the membership 
of 19.8% of the Douglas and Sarpy County estimated population 
in 1968, while other listed Protestant churches were estimated 
to hold 14^. Catholic membership was estimated to be ~56% of 
the counties1 population.
■*■9To attain Hotchkiss* figure of 15%* one would have 
to include either .the Seventh Day Adventist Church, of which 
there are only two in Omaha, or the Evangelical Free and Na- 
zarene churches, of which there are only one and two, respec­
tively, in Omaha. Since these last three denominations are 
not considered Major Protestant denominations either nation­
ally or locally, they are listed as "Non-major1 in this work.
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Analyses 'VIII through XI were concerned with samples 
previously outlined (supra, p. 33). Churches were analyzed 
in terms of denominational, neighborhood, and fringe area 
characteristics. .Was there a difference between number or 
type of denomination in one type neighborhood vs. another? 
Y/hat factors within a neighborhood possibly contributed to 
differences?
Summary.— The above analyses focused upon columns 
and rows, variables and churches, for the purpose of under­
standing and interpreting the complexity of data. In working 
with all the columns and rows, it was hoped the study would 
not overlook any important information with regard to the 
geography of establishing, maintaining, and enhancing chur­
ches in the northwest fringe of Omaha. Subjecting this in­
vestigation to numeration should make possible specific ver­
balization. It seems easier to be precise with numbers than 
with words. Proceeding from words to numbers to words 
should help the analyses.
cCHAPTER IV
ANALYSES AND INTERPRETATION OF 
CHURCH AND AREAL DATA
Interpretation of Rho.--Many of the analyses in this 
section were based on Spearman1s rank-difference correlation 
coefficient matrix, repreduced in Appendix IV, pages 91-94* 
Inherent in the application of rho is the assumption of a 
small sample. Consequently, it is not possible to determine 
how closely the sample rho approximates the population cor­
relation. It is possible, however, to test the hypothesis 
that the population correlation is zero. Guilford (1965* 
p. 593) and Ferguson (1966, p. 220) present a table showing 
critical values of rho for low values of N required for sig­
nificance at various levels. For N=30, critical levels of 
rho at .05 and *01 confidence levels are .306 and .432, res­
pectively. In the above context, population refers to all 
churches in the Douglas County area, and the rho matrix would 
be considered a.sample of the population comprising all Doug­
las County churches. When rho is computed for selected chur-~ 
ches within the fringe area, these churches are a sample of 
the population comprising the 25 study area churches.
Analysis Is Spearman’s Rho Matrix
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From the original 42 variables listed in Appendix I,
30 were selected for analysis in the correlation matrix. The 
number of correlations equaled 435* ranging from -.85 to .95, 
or a range of 180. Over half the correlations were in the 
range -.10 to 10, and these were not considered further. Since 
data for this study were ordered in the same hypothecated di­
rection, there were fewer high negative correlations. High 
positive correlations (over .50) totaled 63* while high nega­
tive correlations totaled 31.
Analysis II: Selected High Positive
Correlation Clusters
A number of the variables appeared frequently in high 
positive correlations, so these were grouped in 2 major cate­
gories: Viability, and Population.
Viability Cluster.— Six variables having moderately
high to high positive correlations with each other were (12),
Pastor Tenure; (15)* Site Size; (17), Building Size; (18),
Building Cost; (21), Family Units; and (22) Yearly Budget.
These were considered viability indicators; i.e., churches
ranked high for a majority of these variables expressed a
high degree of viability. Denominations ranking high, or low
for at least 4 out of 6 variables were as follows:
High Low
Episcopal Grandview Chapel
Catholic Southern Baptist
Seventh Day Adventist Presbyterian
American Lutheran American Lutheran
Missouri Synod Church of God (2)
The purpose of this and ensuing analyses was primari­
ly for grouping and classification of data. Comment on indi­
vidual analyses was reserved, for the most part, until results 
could be collated in a single table in Analysis XII, page 71* 
To determine relative significance to viability, va­
riables were assigned the following percentage index figures 
based on the frequency of occurrence of each variable in the 
high and low categories:
Yearly Budget 100
Building Cost 91
Pastor Tenure 82
Family Units 82
Building 3i ze 73
Site Size 64
These Indices served as a basis of comparison when determin­
ing significance of other variables to viability, as well as 
to other correlation clusters.
Population Density-Cost Cluster. —  while variable (23), 
Population, showed a relative significance to viability index 
of .27, it did correlate positively with cost factors; i.e., 
(16), Site Cost, (18), Building Cost, and (22) Yearly Budget. 
While rho for these variables might lead to the assumption 
that costs of acquiring land and building a church in a 
densely populated area are higher than in the outer fringe lo­
cations, the sample of high and low ranking churches In this 
cluster reveals little relationship between cost factors and 
population density. The significance index for variable (23) 
in this group is only .28.
Population-Employment Cluster.— Values for this group
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of variables are the only available quantifiable indicators 
of socio-economic levels of church neighborhoods. A high po­
sitive rho between variable (23) and employment estimate va­
riables indicates that most persons in the study area are 
employed (in descending order) in public and semi-public po­
sitions, retail, service, finance, construction, and manu­
facturing, with rho ranging from .95 to .55. In terms of 
finge area distribution, persons occupied in construction, 
manufacturing, retail, and finance predominated in inner 
fringe neighborhoods, while persons occupied in service and 
public occupations were fairly evenly distributed throughout 
all three fringe areas. Non-major Protestant denominations 
predominated in neighborhoods where most persons are occupied 
in construction, manufacturing, retail, and finance, whereas 
major Protestant denominations correlate most frequently with 
service and public employment categories.
Selected Individual Variables.— In examining indivi­
dual variables for relationship to viability, a different me­
thod of analysis was attempted, in order to point out certain 
uncontrollable factors which might affect rho.
Variable (l), Accessibility.--What effect has Access­
ibility on viability? (Rho ranged from .0S to .27.) Two chur 
ches ranked highest in viability also ranked high in Accessi­
bility; two ranked low In Accessibility, low in viability; one 
ranked low in viability, high in Accessibility. There is ap­
parently some positive relationship between Accessibility and 
viability, particularly when the church membership is city-
wide, rather than limited primarily to the neighborhood.
Variable (2) Proximity to 1-680.--Only one church 
high in viability was high for variable (2). This church has 
city-wide membership. Churches ranked low for variable (2) 
scored neither high nor low in viability (rho ranged from 
-.02 to -.20). The value of proximity to the Interstate High 
way, if any, appears to lie with the community church.
Variable (4) Proximity to Other Protestant Churches.- 
Rho for variable (4) and the six variables in the viability 
cluster had a range between -.02 and -.20 also (less than the 
critical level for significance for N».30). Majority churches 
In the viability cluster correlated negatively, also. Appar­
ently, within the study area at least, competition between 
Protestant denominations is not a significant factor.
Variable (_5.) Least Proximity to Catholic Churches.-- 
Catholic churches are considered unique In terms of their 
closed-parish system which strongly urges Catholics to at­
tend, or at least support, their neighborhood church and ad­
jacent parochial school. This system frequently results in 
a predominantly Catholic population near the church-school 
complex. As a consequence, a disadvantage was assumed for 
Protestant churches located in proximity to a Catholic 
church; i.e., the potential Protestant church membership may 
be less within or near a Catholic parish. Within the north­
west fringe, there is only one Catholic church-school complex 
however, within a few blocks of the inner fringe boundary,
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there are three long-established Catholic churches whose pa­
rishes extend well into the study area. These were consi­
dered in the computation of values for variable (5)*,
Rho for variable (5) and the viability cluster 
ranged from -.17 to .28. While there was a negative corre­
lation with the majority of viability variables, It was not 
as high as with variable (4). Catholic churches, then, of­
fer less competition than Protestant churches.
Variable (6) Least Proximity to Same Denominatlon.—  
Rho ranged from -.03 to -.36, indicating that competition 
between churches of the same denomination has some small 
significance. One of the majority churches ranked high for 
(6) and viability. There is only one other church of that 
denomination in the city, and both have city-wide member­
ship. The viable church which ranked low for (6) was Luth­
eran. Since Lutheran churches form a plurality within the 
study area, a low rank for (6) was not unexpected. In fact, 
four of the six churches ranking low for (6) were Lutheran. 
Of the. four, only one church ranked low in viability. That 
particular church was without a pastor for several months in 
1968. Variable (12), Pastor Tenure, is listed as having a 
high significance in viability. The controlling factor in 
the rating of this church might be the extended absence of a 
pastor, rather than proximity to a viable church of the same 
sub-denomination.
One other church ranked high for (6), low in viabil-
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ity. This is not a Major Protestant denomination, and its 
doctrine and/or organization would be expected to have limi­
ted appeal to persons of Major Protestant background* There 
is no other church of -'this denomination in the city, and its 
membership is predominantly city-wide. This smaller sample, 
then, reveals that other factors may be of greater signifi­
cance to viability than proximity to churches of the same de­
nomination*
Variable (7) Least Proximity to Churches of the Same 
Denomination*— Although variable (7) was not included in the 
Spearman analysis, it was tested with majority churches in 
the Viability cluster, and found to have no relationship to 
viability.
Variable (9) Proximity to Shopping; Centers.--Hotch­
kiss (1950, pages 78-79) stated that Major Protestant denomina­
tions tended to locate nearer the community shopping center 
(with the exception of Episcopalians), while Non-major Protes­
tant churches chose peripheral locations because of lower land 
values* Within the northwest fringe, there was no denomina­
tional location pattern in relation to shopping centers* Ana­
lysis of high and low ranks for (9) showed a high rank for 5 
Major denominations, and 2 Non-major denominations* The break­
down was identical for the low ranks: 5 Major denominations, 2
Non-major denominations* The Episcopal church ranked high in 
Proximity to Shopping Centers* Within denominations, 2 Luther­
an churches ranked high, 2 low* The low rank Lutheran churches
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are situated on the periphery In predominantly rural areas.
Out of three Presbyterian churches, two ranked high, one low.' 
The low-ranking church is one of the-newer churches in the 
area, closest to the Interstate, and within a few blocks of 
a proposed shopping center in a planned neighborhood. One 
of the high-ranking Presbyterian churches disbanded its cong­
regation early In 1969 and is not relocating. It would ap­
pear that proximity to shopping centers is not a significant 
factor in church location within the study area. In fact, 
most churches located near existing shopping centers chose 
their site prior to the building of any shopping centers 
within the area.
School-Site Cluster.— Variables (8) Proximity to 
Schools, (15) Site Size, and (16) Site Cost form the School- 
Site Cluster. Rho for (8) and (15) is .18, while rho for 
(8) and (16) is .66. Between (15) and (16),. rho is -.46.
These correlations indicate that land prices near schools 
are somewhat higher, while sites are smaller. It seems, then, 
that cost of land is not determined by size so much as by si­
tuation. Three churches scoring in the high majority in the 
School-Site Cluster also scored in the high majority for via­
bility. Two churches scored low in both majority groups. 
Analysis of majority churches for (8) with the majority chur­
ches In the viability cluster revealed a positive to negative 
correlation ratio of 5/l. Within the study area, there is an 
apparent advantage to churches situated near schools. Since
rho for variables (8) and (23)* Population, is .46, this ad­
vantage might be a: function of population density, although 
rho for (23) and the individual Viability variables ranged 
from -.04 to 31* Within this range, only one rho attained 
the .05 critical level for significance (.30). It would be 
more reasonable to assume that, since churches and schools 
are both institutions which provide education and training 
for the young, they tend to co-exist In predominantly residen 
tial areas, whether the population Is great or small.
High Negative Correlation Clusters 
Catholic-Population-Land Use Cluster.— In the high 
negative rho group consisting of 24 pairs of variables, 11 
clustered with variable (5), Least Proximity to Catholic 
Churches. All but 1 of the 11 variables were related to 
population, either through employment estimates or land use 
categories (rural vs. urban). A summary of these negative 
correlations would state that Catholic areas coincide most 
frequently v;ith high population density, urban land use, and 
urban employment patterns. These high correlations, ranging 
from -.85 to -.64, coincide wTIth findings of other studies of 
United States religious.distribution patterns (Zelinsky, 1961 
Cowgill, I960) which stated that the Catholic church has tend 
ed to exhibit a pronounced urban, rather than rural, distri­
bution pattern. (In an earlier study, this author found 
that the familiar small, white-frame, steepled churches dot­
ting the Iowa-Nebraska countryside were most frequently Luth-
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eran or Methodist, while Catholic churches were usually situ­
ated in towns.)
Agriculture-Population Cluster.--Variable (41) /Agri­
culture correlated negatively with the same group (supra) as 
variable (5)* plus (14) Months Organized. Rho ranged from 
-.43 to -.81, while rho for (5) and (41) was .86. The rela­
tionship of variables in this cluster reinforces the statement 
that the Catholic churchy is a predominantly urban, rather than 
rural Institution.
If high rank for variables (5) and (4l) may be 3aid 
to Indicate outer fringe and/or rural locations, denominations 
may be analyzed in terms of these categories and classified 
as predominantly rural or urban. Among major Protestant de­
nominations, Lutheran and Christian churches predominate in 
the outer fringe, while Episcopal and Presbyterian churches 
are more urbanized. Non-major Protestant churches prefer ur­
ban locations, also.
Summary of Analysis II 
In this section, the purpose has been to isolate 
and identify those variables which might be advantageous to 
church location, or detrimental to viability. Such factors 
as population density, accessibility, and competition be­
tween denominations have little effect on viability within 
the study area. Of the variables examined, (8) Proximity to 
schools showed the highest correlation with viability. Half 
the churches ranked high in viability were major Protestant
denominations, but nearly half the low ranked churches were 
Major Protestant, also. Pastor Tenure and -Age of Building 
may have contributed more than denomination, since viable 
churches are older, and pastors have remained over 5 years.
Analysis Ills Median Patterns of Churches 
In Table 1, ranges and medians for churches were list­
ed as an alternate means of isolating significant factors.
TABLE 1.— Median Patterns of Church Ranks
Denom. Range Median
Non-maj. Prot. 23 3 .5
Presb. 22 6 .5
Am. Luth. Ch. 22 8 .5
Mo. Syn. 22 9 .5
Non-maj. Prot. 24 9 .5
Luth. Ch. Am. 24 10 .0
Meth.a 22 1 1 .2
Non-maj. Prot. 19 11 .5
Non-maj. Prot. 23 12 .0
Non-maj. Prot. 21 1 2 .0
Presb. 24 1 2 .0
Un. Ch. Christ 22 1 2 .5
Catholic 21 1 3 .0
Baptist 22 13 .5
Non-maj. Prot. 23 1 4 .0
Luth. Ch. Am. 25 14 .0
Presb. 23 1 5 .0
Episc. 24 15 .0
Mo. Syn. 17 1 7 .3
Un. Ch. Christ 20 1 8 .0
Non-maj. Prot. 22 18 .0
Non-maj. Prot. 20 1 9 .7
Non-maj. Prot. 21 20 ,0
Am. Luth. Ch. 22 20 .0
Mo. Syn. 24 21 .0
Reparation of middle range from 
highest and lowest median values.
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The median of medians is 13.0, scored by the Catholic 
church, meaning that high and low ranks for this church were 
evenly divided. Variables which resulted in high or low me­
dian values for churches were tabulated in Table 2. For the 
high median group of six churches, rank orders of variables 
were selected which were higher than or equal to the median 
in each case; e.g., the median for church Y was 3.5. Signi­
ficant variables were those for which church Y ranked 3.5 ot 
above (3, 2, . . .). The median value for church £  was 21.0. 
Significant variables were those for which church Q  ranked
21.0 or below (22, 23, . ; . ).
TABLS 2.--Majority of Variables Resulting 
in the Six High and Low Median Values for
Churches
All high median values 
Chs. Vbi. Description
All low median values 
Chs. Vbl. Description
6 (13) Bldg. age 6 (33) Finance
(29) Mfg.
(54) Service
5 (15) Site size 5 (3) Prox. Schl
(32) Retail (9) Shop Ctrs.
(33) Finance (34) Service
(36) Resid.
4 (8) Prox. Schl. 4 (2) 1-680
(9) Shop. Ctrs. (21) Fam. Units
(16) Site cost (23) Population
(17) Bldg. cost (32) Retail
(22) Yrly. bdgt. (35) Public
(23) Population (40) Streets
(31) Wholesale
(35) Public
(36) Resid.
0 (5) Cath. chs. 0 (5) Cath. chs.
(41) Agriculture
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Some similarities and differences were apparent in the 
above tabulation. The majority of churches (over 4) scored 
high or low for the population-employment cluster. Neither 
group scored for variable (5), and the high group did not 
score for variable (41), Agriculture. The high group scored 
for three variables in the viability cluster, plus (13),
Building Age; (16), Site Cost; (29), Manufacturing; and (31), 
Wholesale. Besides scoring for the population-employment 
cluster, the low group scored for variable (2), Proximity to 
1-680; (21), Family Units; and (40), Streets.
Summary.— Four of the six high median churches are ma­
jor Protestant denominations: three Lutheran, one Presbyteri­
an. The low group is equally divided between major and non­
major denominations. Here again, Lutheran churches lead with 
two. Churches having high median values are situated in more 
densely populated areas where most persons are employed in 
manufacturing, service, finance, retail, wholesale, and public 
and semi-public activities (in descending order of significance). 
Churches having low median values scored low in these categories. 
Proximity to Catholic churches was not a determinant in either 
case. Churches having high median values tend to be viable, 
while churches having low median values have the fewest members.
Analysis IV: Yearly Growth Rate A
In most instances, growth rate would be computed simply 
by the formula: Family Units/Years Organized. However, the age
range for the population was from 3 to 85 years. Obviously,
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churches which have been organized for an extremely long pe­
riod would have a much lower growth rate than newer churches. 
Churches £ and Y, for example, have been organized 60 and 78 
years, respectively; and while they do not appear in the high 
Growth Hate group (using Formula A), they are two of the most 
viable churches in the study area.
TAELS 3*--Yearly Growth Rate Based on .Fa­
mily. Units/Years Organized
Church Yrly. Years
rank Church gr . rate org. (14)
1 Catholic 144.0 5.0
2 Mo. 3yn. 31.7 12.0
3 Luth. Ch. Am. 31.1 4.5
4 Presb. 23.8 4.5
5 Meth. 25.7 6.0
6 Un. Ch. Christ 21.8 6.5
7 Am. Luth. Ch. 17.7 15.0
Range 14.0a 10.5
Kdn. 26.3 6.3
20 Presb. 2.4 33.0
21 Mo. Syn. 1.6 82.0
22 Nazarene 1.3 41.0
23 Ch. of God 1.1 35.0
24 Natfl. Message 1.0 15.0
25 Ch. of God .6 38.0
Range 1.8 67.0
Mdn. 1.2 36.5
aRanges and medians computed. for the high group did
not include the Catholic.church. The extremely high growth
rate for this church was attributed to the closed-parish
system. Consequently, the seventh ranking church (Am. Luth.
Ch.) was included in the'high group.
Note that variability is greater for high Growth Rate 
while there is less variability in Number of Years - Organized,
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among the high Growth Rate churches. Formula A emphasizes the 
advantage of newer churches in terms of high Growth Rate. Rho 
for variable (14) and Growth Rate .A is -.46 for the population, 
a figure well above the .01 critical level of significance.
Analysis Vs Yearly Growth Rate B 
An alternate formula, designated B, in which Growth 
Rate was based on Family Units/Age of Building,, resulted in 
data more consistent with Viability grouping.
TAELS 4.— Yearly Growth Rate Based on Fa­
mily Units/Age of Building
Church Yrly.. Bldg.
rank Church gr. rate age
1 Catholic 130.0 4.0
2 Episc. 82.0 4.0
3 Presb. 65.0 2.0
4 Seventh Day Adv. 55.Q 4.7
5 Mo. Syn.* 32.8 11.9
6 Mo. Syn. 32.5 4.0
51.0 9.9
Mdn. 43.9 4.3
20 Grandview Chapel 7.5 4.0
21 Am. Luth. Ch. 7.0 10.0
22 Presb. , 2.4 33*°
23 Nat 1. Message 1.5 lu.O
24 Nazarene - 1.1 5.0
25 Un. Ch. Christ .9 60.0
Range 6.6 56.0
Mdn. 2.0 10.0
Again, the Catholic church was excluded in computa­
tion of range and median. Variability was greater for the high 
Growth Rate group of churches. The range was 51.0 for the high
group because the Episcopal, Seventh Day Adventist, and Mis­
souri Synod churches are large, older congregations which have 
relocated within the study area. Although Growth Rates listed 
for these 3 churches are higher than what actually prevails, 
the use of Formula B, resulted in their proper placement in the 
high Growth Rate group.
In general, ministers of the high Growth Rate churches 
estimated their net accession rate at between 25 and 50 family 
units per year. In the low group, the figure was estimated at 
less than 10. Inclusion of the United Church of Christ in the 
low group is probably not realistic. Although the physical 
plant is 60 years old, the original congregation became defunct, 
and the church was re-organized in 1965. For the United Church 
of Christ, use of Formula .A would yield a more accurate figure, 
placing church .D above the median Growth Rate of 9.2, pertain­
ing to the population. For Formula B, the median Growth Rate 
for the population was 12.0.
Summary.— Results for Formulas A^ and B were compared 
with churches in the Viability cluster. In the high group, 
Formula B was most consistent with Viability, while in the low 
group, Formula was more comparable. Clearly, both formulas 
present some Inaccuracies or misconceptions. A more realistic 
formula would compute Growth Rate from the mean accession- 
minus-losses figure for the past 3 years. Unfortunately, 
these data were not available for the population.
In the absence of a precise method for determining
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Growth Rate, a combination of three measurements was used in 
arriving at a revised Growth Rate grouping. Assuming a cor­
relation between Viability and Growth Rate, the occurrence of 
a church in two or more of the categories (A, B, or Viability) 
should logically confirm that church*s high or loiv Growth Rate 
classification. Selecting the majority churches from such an 
analysis provided a revised list of high and low Growth Rate 
churches s
*
TABLE 5.— Revised Grouping for 
Church Growth Rate
High rate Low rate
Catholic Presb.
Mo. Syn. Ch. of God
Episc. Ch. of God
Seventh Day Adv. Grandview Chapel
Presb. Nat*l. Message
Am. Luth. Ch. Nazarene
Luth. Ch. Am.
Data from Table 5 will be used in summary analyses with other 
samples.
Analysis VI: Per Capita Contribution
Contribution figures in Table 6, page 60, are derived 
from the formula: Monthly Budget/Family Units. Contribution
is herein defined to include regular weekly or monthly offer­
ings by the heads of families, plus Sunday School, Young Adult, 
and '’loose" (plate) offerings. It does not include special 
memorials, or "festival" and synodical offerings; e.g., Christ-
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mas, Thanksgiving, Education, Missions, etc., which may be 
requested during some seasons of the church year.
Seven churches are listed in the high group in Table 
6. The group range and median does not include the top-rank­
ing church having the exceptionally high per capita contribu­
tion of $189*00. This church has only 15 family units; but 
the high budget is supplemented by contributions from a non- 
member radio audience of undetermined numbers. In such an 
unusual situation, a false impression would be created by 
including this church in the analysis of variability. A 
seventh church, then, is included in the high group.
TABLE 6:— The High and Low Hanking 
Churches in Per Capita Contribution
Church Per capita
rank Church contributi on/Kb•
1< National Message $189.00
2 So. Bapt. 61.50
3 Nazarene 50.00
4 Bapt. 44.50
3 Ch. of Sod 40.00
6 U.C.C. 39.40
7 L. C. A . 38.00
Range 23.50 
Mdn. 42.25
20 Presbyterian 18.80
21 U.C.C. 18.70
22 Methodist 16.80
23 L.C.A. 16.20
24 Presbyterian 16.00
25 Mo. Synod 13.20
Range 5.60 
Mdn. 16.40
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For the population, the range from $13.20 to $61.50 
was $48.30, a relatively high degree of variability, even 
with the exclusion of the top ranked church. The population 
median was $25.60. The difference in median between high and 
low groups was $25.85, or over $6.00 per week.
The mo3t interesting pattern lay in the distribution 
of Major and Non-major Protestant churches. In the high group, 
3 churches are Major, while 4 are Non-major denominations. Of 
the 3 Major denominations, 2 emphasize a fundamentalist, as op­
posed to a social, ministry. In the low group, all churches 
are Major Protestant. This monetary dichotomy of Major and 
Non-major denominations carries certain implications which 
have been brought out in other studies of religious distribu­
tion. Cowgill (I960, p. 89) outlined the most commonly found 
relationships between religious affiliation and social class.
He stated that Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congregational 
(United Church of Christ) denominations tended to show a 
heavy representation in the high middle- and upper-classes; 
Lutheran and Methodist affiliation was most typical of the 
middle-class, while Baptists, fundamentalists, and evangel­
istic sects (classified as Non-major) were most heavily con­
centrated in lower socio-economic classes. It is noteworthy 
that while Baptist denominations tend toward fundamental!sm- 
evangelism as opposed to the more liberal social ministry of 
Major denominations, only the Southern Baptist denomination is 
classified as Non-major In this study, primarily on the basis
of low numerical representation in the Omaha area.
Relationships were compared with national norms in 
average per member contribution. The National Council of 
Churches Annual. 1969 (Table 11, pp. 188-191) listed aver­
age per member contributions in 1967 as follows:
TABLE 7•--National Average Contribution 
for Study Area Churches
Denomination Contribution/Yr.
So. Baptist $ 63.87
Nazarene 196.91
Baptist (Am.) 82.64
Ch. of God 183.01
Un. Ch. Christ 85.56
Luth. Ch. Am. 60.91
Presb. 140.16
Meth. 228.41
Mo. Syn. 80.94
Not all discrepancies in this list can be accounted 
for by differences in membership criteria. Certainly, in the 
Methodist and Presbyterian churches, persons attain membership 
status at an older age than do those in Non-major Protestant 
denominations.. This factor could raise the average contribu­
tion figure for Major denominations, making them seem higher 
in relation to Non-major denomination averages. It is diffi­
cult to make comparisons without knowing precisely what cri­
teria were used. Per Capita Contribution within the study area 
was based on Family Units/Yearly Budget, which would tend
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to raise the level considerably above national norms, if the 
latter were computed on the basis of individual membership.
No precise comparisons may be drawn between national norms 
and study area averages without access to additional data.
Relationships were examined between Per Capita Con­
tribution and Pastor Tenure and Age of Building. While 
there-was little or no correlation with Pastor Tenure, a rho 
of -.69 indicated a high positive relationship between Per 
Capita Contribution and newer buildings.
Little relationship was found between Per Capita 
Contribution and Viability; i.e., a church may attain an 
adequate budget if the number of members is high.
Inasmuch as Analyses VII through XI categorize all 
study ares, churches in terms of denomination and/or location, 
the method of presentation no longer concentrates on high and 
low majorities. For the ensuing analyses, data were tabula­
ted where necessary, and a limited summary was made for each 
sample. Findings for all samples, plus findings from Analy­
ses II, IV, V, and VI have been summarized in one table (page 
71) in order to show relationships between samples.
Analysis VII: Denomination vs.
Denomination (between)
Criteria for classifying Protestant denominations in 
the categories "Major” or "Non-major" were based on previous 
religious studies. Briefly, denominations listed as Major 
Protestant comprise 65/ of the membership of the Protestant 
churches within the northwest fringe area. All other Protes-
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tant churches within the study area were designated simply 
"Non-major", to avoid any negative connotation*
TABLE 8.— The Number of Churches 
Classified as "Major" and "Non- 
inajor" Protestant Denominations
No. Major denom. No. Non-major denom.
1 Baptist (BGC)® 1 So. Baptist
1 Christian 1 Christian Science
1 Episc. 2 Ch. of God
7 Luth. 1 Nazarene
3 Presb. 1 Evangelical Free Ch.
1 Un. Ch. Christ 1 Nat*l. Message
1 Methodist 1 Seventh Day Adv.
aBaptist General Conference
Only the Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Church of God 
denominations are represented by more than one church in the 
study area. Lutherans have an obvious plurality. Fifteen 
churches are Major Protestant, nine are Non-major. •
Analysis VIII: Newer vs. Older Neighborhoods
In this study, Newer Neighborhoods were arbitrarily 
designated as those having been in existence less than 10 
years. All churches in the population were classified accord­
ing to location in either a newer or older neighborhood. No 
significant difference was found between churches situated in 
newer or older neighborhoods in terms of Viability, within de­
nominations, or between denominations. Churches were divided 
almost equally in the above categories. However, there
were 14 churches in newer neighborhoods, 11 in older.
Analysis IX: Distribution of Churches in
More-planned vs. Less-planned 
Neighborhoods
To ascertain whether there was an advantage to a church 
situated in a more-planned neighborhood, the number of churches 
in each type of area was sampled and categorized. Less-planned 
neighborhoods cover a greater extent of the study area, which 
presumably accounts for the greater number of churches in that 
category. The Catholic church is the only viable church in a 
more-planned neighborhood, while the Southern Baptist church 
is the only one having a low viability score. There is appar­
ently neither advantage nor disadvantage to churches in a more- 
planned situation.
Analysis X: Distribution of Churches in
the Inner, Middle, and Outer Fringe
Fringe sub-area categories were selected on the basis 
of criteria established by Baker (suera, p. 27). In general, 
these areas correspond to varying population densities mapped 
in Figure 1, page 19. Fringe areas correspond to the follow­
ing population densities:
Inner fringe Over 6,000 oer square mile
Middle fringe 1,500 to 6,000 n 11 "
Outer fringe 0 to 1,500 " " "
In areal extent, these subdivisions increase In size 
from inner to outer fringe. The inner fringe contains 7 church­
es, the middle, 12, and the outer, 6. Non-major denominations
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cluster toward the inner and middle fringe, while most major 
denominations (12) are in the middle and outer fringe. The 
Catholic church is in the middle fringe. Four low viability 
churches are in the middle, and there is one each in the in­
ner snd outer fringes. High viability churches are divided 
three and two, middle and inner fringe, respectively. Via­
bility is most affected by an outer fringe location; i.e., 
no highly viable church is situated in the outer fringe.
These distributions are more meaningful when ex­
pressed as percentages in Table 9.
TABLE 9.— Comparison of Church Distribution 
for-Denomination, Viability, and Growth Hate
Church Percentage chs. In
Category Inner Middle Outer
Population (25) 28.0 48.0 24.0
Major Denom. 20.0 46.6 33.3
Non-major Denom. 44.0 55.0 1.0
High Viability 40.0 60.0 0.0
Low Viability 16.6 66.6 16.6
High Growth Rate 28.0 57.0 14.0
Low Growth Rate 50.0 33.0 16.0
Greatest divergence from the population distribution 
curve occurs for low growth rate churches, which decrease 
steadily in number from inner to outer fringe. High viabili­
ty and non-major denominations follow the population curve, 
but both show considerably higher and lower percentages than 
the population. Their distribution is closest to the popula­
tion distribution in the middle fringe. Only one non-major
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denomination is situated in the outer* fringe,
«  -
Analysis XI: Lutheran Sub-denominations
Lutheran churches offer the only opportunity to sam­
ple within a denomination -in the study area. Three sub* 
denominations were represented: The American Lutheran Church
(2), the Lutheran Church of America (2), and the Missouri 
Synod (3).
Using data from Analyses I through X, the sub- 
denominations were analyzed to determine if there was an appar­
ent dominance or advantage between one synod and another. All 
synods were represented at least once (or were similar) for 
the following variables:
Family Units
Rural
Median
Growth Rate (A)
Revised Growth Rate 
Middle Fringe 
Months Organized
Synodical characteristics appear to be emphasized in 
those variables for which 2 or more churches of a synod scored 
the same, American Lutheran churches scored high in Proximity 
to Same Denomination, low in Newer, More-planned Neighborhoods, 
Lutheran .Church of America churches scored high in Proximity 
to Schools, and in Newer, Middle Fringe Neighborhoods, They 
were high in Proximity to Sub-denominations, Two out of three 
Missouri Synod churches scored high for Growth Rate B based on 
Age of Building, and high in Proximity to Sub-denominations,
They scored low in Proximity to Schools and Newer Neighborhoods,
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All Missouri Synod churches are in Less-planned Neighborhoods.
Synods were similar and different for the following 
variables:
TABLE 10.— Variables in Which Synods
Differed
A.L.C./Mo. L.C.A./Mo. A.L« C./L.C.A.
High High
Viability
Population
Budget
Outer Fringe -
Prox. Prot. Chs. 
Growth Rate B
Low Low Low
Prox. Shop. Ctrs. 
Prox. 1-680 
Median 
Population 
More-planned 
Prox. Schls.
Newer Neighborhood
Prox. Sub-denom. 
Per Capita Contr. 
Accessibility
Inner Fringe
For Pastor Tenure, The American Lutheran Church was high, the 
Missouri Synod low, and the Lutheran Church of America average.
Analysis XII: Sample Relationships Summary
In this summary, comparisons were made between the 
high and low ranking churches In Viability, Median, Revised 
Growth Rate, and Per Capita Contribution, and samples used in 
Analysis VII, Denomination vs. Denomination; Analysis VIII, 
Newer vs. Older Neighborhood; Analysis IX, More-planned vs. 
Less-planned Neighborhood; Analysis X, Inner, Middle, and
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Outer Fringe, and Analysis XI, Lutheran Sub-denominations.
In Table 11, page 71, the percentage of all churches 
in each sample category was listed in column 1, so that a 
more accurate comparison could be made with the proportion of 
churches ranked high or low for Viability, Median, etc. To 
be considered significant, the distribution for ranks had to 
be greater than or less than the distribution for all church- 
ea (25) in a sample category. For example, in the high rank 
Median column, 100;# of the churches were situated in less- 
planned neighborhoods. For all churches, the distribution 
was 72% Less-planned, 2 8 % ^More-planned. There was a signif­
icant difference, then, in the distribution of churches in 
the high rank Median column in the More-planned/Less-planned 
category. The conclusion was that h3$i Median churches are 
concentrated in less-planned neighborhoods.
Similarly, the percentage distribution for all chur­
ches in the Inner, Middle, and Outer Fringe neighborhoods 
was 28,#, 48%, and 24,#, respectively. In this case, the Mid­
dle Fringe had more than its share of churches, and the Out­
er Fringe had less than its share of churches in the high Re­
vised Growth Rate category.
Greatest discrepancy among high-ranked denominations 
appeared in Revised Growth Rate and Per Capita Contribution. 
Major denominations had a clear advantage in Growth Rate, 
while non-major denominations predominated in Per Capita 
Contribution. The discrepancy is emphasized by the list of
low ranked churches, in which Non-major denominations com­
prise 83$ of the Low G-rowth Rate group, and Major denomina­
tions comprise 100$ of the Low Per Capita Contribution group.
TABLES 11.-— Summary of Relationships 
Between Samples
Per cent distribution
All churches Viability Median Rev. Or. Rt. Contrib.
Hi gh ranked churches
.04 Cath. . 20 .00 .14 .00
.60 Major . 60 . 66 .71 .43
.36 Mon-major . 20 .33 .14 *57
.56 Mew nbhd. .40 .17 .57 .43
.44 Old nbhd. • 60 .83 .43 .57
.72 Less-pi. .80 1.00 .71 .86
.28 More-pi 7'. .20 .00 .29 .14
.28 Inner fr. .40 • 66 .28 .23
.48 Middle • 60 .33 .57 .42
.24 Outer .00 .00 .14 . 28
Low ranked churches
.04 Cath. .00 .00 .00 .00
♦60 Major .33 .50 .17 1.00
.36 Non-major .66 .50 .83 .00
.56 Mew nbhd. .66 . 66 .50 • 66
.44 Old nbhd. .33 .33 .50 .33
.72 Less-pl. . 66 . 66 .83. .83
.23 More-pl. .33 .33 .17 .17
.28 Inner fr. .16 .00 .50 .33
.43 Middle • 66 .33 .33 .33
.24 Outer
•
.16 .66 .16 .33
Older neighborhood sites appear to offer an advantage 
to churches in all categories except Revised G-rowth Rate,
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where variance from the normal distribution is negligible.
There is some advantage to location in a less-planned 
neighborhood. While distribution for high G-rowth Rate is 
near average, low Growth Rate distribution shows a greater 
proportion of churches in less-planned neighborhoods.
Per Capita Contribution distributions for both high 
and low ranks indicate extreme differences within more- 
Pl anned and less-planned neighborhoods. If it is assumed that 
a planned neighborhood.is occupied by persons of similar so­
cio-economic (or at least, income, level), then it seems lo­
gical to conclude that Per Capita. Contribution level is de­
termined more by denomination than income level of the neigh­
borhood.
On the other hand, 4 of the 7 high rank churches have 
non-neighborhood constituencies; i.e., over 75$ of the congre­
gation resides more than one mile from the church. All four 
are situated in less-planned neighborhoods, while two of the 
three neighborhood churches in this category are in more- 
planned neighborhoods. Both promulgate a fundamentalist doc­
trine, as do the four community churches. In the low ranked 
group, all six major Protestant churches emphasize a social 
ministry. Doctrine, rather than location, appears to have 
the greatest impact on Per Capita Contribution.
An inner fringe location favors Viability, while an 
outer fringe location appears to be a disadvantage. Extremes 
are found mainly in the middle fringe which has more than its 
share of both high and low Viability churches*
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High and low Median churches are concentrated in the 
inner and outer fringe, respectively. This variable is in­
fluenced primarily by population density, so the distribution 
for high and low ranks was not remarkable.
Denominational breakdowns for high-ranked churches 
were as follows: The American Lutheran Church scored high in
all four categories. The Seventh Day Adventist church scored 
high in all but Per Capita Contribution. The Episcopal, Ca­
tholic, and Missouri Synod scored high in Viability and Growth 
Rate, while the Lutheran Church of America scored high in 
Growth Rate and Median.
Low ranked churches scored as follows: The Church
of God and Grandview Chapel scored low in all categories ex­
cept Per Capita Contribution. Presbyterian churches scored 
low in all but Growth Rate. The Southern Baptist church 
scored low in Viability and Median, but not in Growth Rate 
and Per Capita Contribution.
Future Development: For purposes of statistical mea­
surement, this study has been limited to religious institu­
tions presently existing and functioning. New developments, 
though incomplete, could indicate trends within the fringe 
area; so some mention should be made of proposed building 
and abandonment.
Three new congregations are building in the middle 
fringe. All are non-major Protestant denominations: the
Society of Friends; the Re-organized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints (Mormon), and.the Omaha Gospel Chapel.
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All are on or near arterials in less-planned, lower middle- 
class neighborhoods* One is in the middle fringe, 2 in the 
outer fringe. The Society of Friends church will be the
first of that denomination to locate in the entire Omaha area,
while there is a surprisingly large number of Mormon churches 
(8), considering that the Mormon denomination is an exclusive 
sect highly localized in Utah. Mormon concentration In Omaha 
might be ascribed to this site having been the winter head-
V
quarters during the initial Mormon trek to Utah in 1846. A 
small memorial cemetery dating from that period is located 
on the north edge of the city near the original campground.
Three Major Protestant denominations are abandoning 
their present sites. The United Church of Christ is building 
a considerably larger church at an Interstate exit in the 
outer fringe, hoping to attract constituents from beyond the
community. A Lutheran church is selling its site on West
Dodge Road at a 400$ profit and relocating west of.the In­
terstate. Potential membership in the parish has decreased 
due to recent commercial and multi-family residential building. 
A Presbyterian congregation is disbanding, due to age and 
smallness of site, Inability to secure a pastor over an ex­
tended period, and limited access and parking facilities.
When these changes have taken place, Major and Non-major 
Protestant numerical distribution will be equal.
CONCLUSIONS
Uncontrollable factors inherent in any religious stu­
dy at any scale preclude analysis based on cause and effect. 
Use of statistical methods has, however, contributed a greater 
degree of preciseness to description, so that some aspects of 
religious distribution may be correlated with physical and 
other cultural phenomena.
Distribution of religious institutions in the north­
west fringe reflects the heterogeneity of the area in terms of 
economic level and cultural preference. While recent census 
data on income levels are not available, areal distribution 
figures on types of employment and dwellings provide some 
guide to neighborhood characteristics.
During the course of this investigation, some obser­
vations have been noted:
(1) Absence of planning in the rural-urban fringe 
has resulted in a landscape characterized by 
an intermingling of varied types of dwellings 
and neighborhoods which run the gamut from 
hovels, to multi-family units, to near-estates.
To what precise degree these apparently diverse 
socio-economic groups are represented by neigh­
borhood church membership has not been ascer-
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tained; but certainly, church distribution in­
dicates that every economic group is in prox­
imity to a wide choice of denominations.
Although at present,‘Major Protestant denomi­
nations outnumber Non-major groups, inter- and 
intra-denominational competition appears in­
significant; i.e., the area is not over­
churched, but probably adequately served. Ma­
jor denomination membership and church plants 
are generally larger than Non-major, but not 
in all instances.
While budgets for Major Protestant and Catholic 
denominations are generally greater, Non-major 
groups have the highest Per Capita Contribution. 
These groups are usually associated with a fun­
damentalist doctrine. Some churches having 
smaller plants are engaged in a building pro­
gram which tends to increase budget and/or Per 
Capita Contribution.
The length of time a particular pastor has re­
mained with a church appears to be the most sig­
nificant factor in Viability. Similarly, absence 
of a pastor over an extended period results in 
decreased Growth Rate. (The Presbytery estimates 
the attrition rate to be l/3 the first year, 20^ 
per year thereafter.)
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(5) Surprisingly, Accessibility and Population Den­
sity did not correlate highly with Viability; 
i.e., other factors being equal, Accessibility 
and Population Density alone had little or no 
measurable effect on the relative growth of a 
church.
(6) Lutheran plurality, coupled with no indication 
of competition between sub-denominations, 
could symptom!ze a predominantly Lutheran pop­
ulation in the northwest fringe. This denomi­
nation was found- to keep more complete, accu­
rate records than most. Nationally, all three 
synods are presently engaged in a congrega­
tional census which includes (in addition to 
religious background) questions pertaining to 
age, employment, and education structure. This 
census is expected to aid Lutheran denominations 
in determining and evaluating parish programs 
and church locations in relation to socio­
economic structure of the population. Church 
census-taking was planned to coincide with the 
1970 United States census.
Clearly, the need and advantage of gathering more and 
improved religious data is becoming increasingly apparent. 
With rising costs, and an ever more mobile society that must 
be served, churches can 111-afford to leave site selection to
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whim, opinion, or chance. Location theory is as valuable to 
religious institutions as to commercial enterprises, in terms 
of eliminating duplication and waste while adequately serving 
the population.
This study has attempted to test some statistical 
techniques which might be of value to the geography of reli­
gion, or at least suggest possibilities for further study. 
While smallness of the area was an advantage in data gathering, 
the writer felt, as the study progressed, that the fringe area 
might well have been extended to include the entire portion of 
Omaha lying west of Seventy-second Street. This would provide 
greater opportunity for comparison between fringe areas, since 
the northwest is characterized by immature, or fragmentary de­
velopment, as opposed to the comparatively regular, progres­
sive, more homogeneous development in the southwest fringe.
Research would have been greatly facilitated through 
use of census tract data, which, of course, will not be avail­
able until late in 1970. While the scale of this study pre­
cludes generalizing findings beyond the immediate area, still, 
some of the techniques might be profitably used in a region of 
greater extent, particularly as more religious data are made 
available in the future.
APPENDIX
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(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)\ (6) (7) (8) (9)
A 24 12 17 16 9 23.5 9 13 15
B 22 11 2 12 5 23.5 8 3.5 22
C 13 14 6 22 10 15 18 11.5 17.5
D 21 22 9 3.5 4 7 7 21 23
£ 6 3 8 24 12 10 11 15 8
F 9 5 10 21 11 12.5 13.5 16 6
G 18 23 19 3.5 17 12.5 13.5 23 11.5
H 4 20 3 6 7 4 5 16 21
I 5 6 11.5 23 13 16 21 6 6
J 15 16 21 19 23 2 2 7.5 14
K 12 10 16 9.5 24 21 15.5 18 11.5
L 19 24 11.5 8 3 21 15.5 23 24
M 25 4 7 14 6 17 19.5 2 17.5
N 17 8 14 2 16 25 19.5 5 3
0 23 18 18 7 21 21 22 23 16
P 7 9 15 25 15 19 23 10 6
Q 11 25 25 1 1 5 4 25 25
R 20 2 5 5 14 11 12 7.5 9
3 10 13 20 20 19 14 17 13 13
T 14 21 24 9.5 25 2 2 11.5 10
U 16 13 4 18 8 2 2 9 19.5
V 1 1 1 16 2 8.5 10 19 19.5
W 2 7 13 12 12 8.5 24.5 19 4
X 8 17 22 16 18 18 24.5 3.5 '  1
Y 3 19 23 12 21 6 6 1 2
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Employment estimates by zone
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Ci © P P i-l © © > rH-H
3 ^ 08 2 if ** & SX o © Ci .a © *h © P ©
O  O  £3 E-i >  P3 & , CQ P i ©
(28) (29) (30) (31) (32) (33) (34) (35)
A 9 20 17.5 19 12 16 18 8
B 17 24 7 10 18 20 22 18
0 13 21.5 21 15 14 18.5 17 10
D 15 15 13 11 23.5 23.5 23.5 23
E 22 12.5 11.5 22.5 9 9 15 13
F 23 11 11.5 21 8 8 14 12
G 12 5 22.5 14 21 21.5 13 20
H 8 15 1 4 19 21.5 19.5 19
I 21 18 22.5 22.5 20 13 16 21
J , 5 7.5 14 12 6 6 6 5
K 2 6 17.5 13 7 10 7 6
L 18 15 9 9 25 23.5 23.5 24
M 16 21.5 2 7 15 14.5 21 16
N 19 4 8 6 5 1 3 17
0 6 18 17.5 18 17 17 11 11
P 7 9 10 16.5 10 7 8.5 14
Q 25 24 25 25 23.5 25 25 25
R 20 18 20 ' 24 13 12 10 7
S 4 7.5 15 3 4 5 5 4
T 1 3 6 5 3 4 4 3
U 14 24 4 8 16 18.5 19.5 15
V 24 12.5 24 20 22 14.5 12 22
W 3 10 17.5 16.5 11 11 8.5 9
X 11 1 3 1 2 2 2 2
Y 10 2 5 2 1 3 1 1
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Land use acreage
iH ©
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(36) (37) (38) (39) (40) (41) (42)
A 12 12 15 13 16 10 2
B 21 18.5 8 16 21 4 5
0 14 13.5 7 14 15 8 1
D 23 20 14 24 24 7 23
E 2 1 20 8 12 13 12
F 1 2 24 10 11 12 11
Gr 20 16 10 6 20 18 7
H 18 13.5 3 19 • 5 1 2 9
I 22 23 25 21 25 25 20
J 7 11 17 ‘ 5 8 19 15
K 8 22 22.5 9 18 20 17
L 24 24 12 23 23 6 24
M 17 15 6 17 2 3 4
N 11 9 13 18 22 14 21
0 13 10 11 7 17 17 8
P 9 8 20 12 6 15 10
Q 25 25 16 25 19 1 25
R 15 18.5 20 15 13 11 3
S 3 4 5 1 9 16 19
T 5 7 9 4 5 22 16
U 16 17 2 22 3 5 6
V 19 6 18 19.5 4 9 13
W 10 21 22.5 11 14 21 18
X 4 5 4 2 10 23 14
Y 6 3 1 3 7 24 22
*Data calculated from: Omaha Metropolitan Area
Transportation Study 1966. (Variables 23-42 inclusive)
APPENDIX II
CODING SYSTEM AND.. COMPUTATION METHOD- 
FOR RAW DATA VALUES
(i) — Accessibility.— Values were assigned each 
church on the basis of distance from the church to collec­
tor and arterial streets within one mile on the basis of 
the following system:
Distance Street values
Blocks Collector Arterial Two-way Arterial
1
2
12
11
24
22
48
44
12 1 2 4
Example: Church P was situated and valued as follows:
On two-way arterial 
One block from two-way arterial 
Ten blocks from two-way arterial 
Seven blocks from collector
48 
48 
12 
__6
114
Having a moderately high degree of accessibility, this 
church was assigned the rank order of 7 in the Accessibility 
column in Appendix I,
(.2) - Proximity .to 1-680.--Values were computed in ac­
tual blocks from a specific church to the nearest Interstate 
exit. The church closest to any exit was assigned the rank
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order of 1 in column . (2), since proximity to an Interstate 
exit was presumed to be an advantage.
(2) “ Proximity to future 1-680.--An exit on Fort 
Street is expected to be completed in the near future, pro-, 
viaing an advantage to churches in the outer fringe. Values 
were computed as for column (.2) (supra).
(it) ~ Least proximity to Protestant churches.— This 
variable is concerned with varying degrees of competition 
(considered a disc?,dvantage) experienced by individual chur­
ches within the study area. In order to assign the rank or­
der of 1 to the church with least competition, block values 
were assigned in Inverse order, up to and including 12. To 
provide for several churches being within 1 mile of a spe­
cific church, the following computation was used:
# chs. Blks. 31k. value Gum. value
1 2 11 11
2 1 12 24
3 12 1
Cumulative value = N (chs.)BV 33
Since a measurement of direct distance was desired, rather 
than an actual route between one church and another, distan­
ces were measured on a map scaled 1:21,000. To convert the 
measurement to blocks for ordering, 12 blocks were arbitra­
rily designated as one mile (or 3 inches on the map). Four 
churches were situated more than a mile.from any church, and 
these were ranked highest according to greater distance.
(5.) - Least proximity to Catholic churches. Direct
distance was measured on the map and converted to blocks.
Where a Protestant church was situated within two or more 
Catholic parishes, the average distance from Catholic chur­
ches was computed. Lowest rank order was assigned to chur­
ches showing the lowest average distance from three Catholic 
churches. The next highest rank orders were assigned to chur­
ches showing the lowest average distance from two Catholic 
churches, etc. For example:
Church W/in Cath. Parish Blks. Av. Rank
T 9L 6.0
b 18.0 14.9 25 '
c 22.8
X a 9.9 9.5 18
b 18.7 ;
Q a 53.5 53.5 1
( 0  - Least proximity,to same.denomination.— Direct 
distance was measured and converted to block values as in 
(supra); i.e., cumulative value == N(chs.)(block value). 
Lowest cumulative value was assigned the rank order of 1, 
since proximity to the same denomination was considered a 
disadvantage. The same system was used for computing values 
for variable (7).
(8) - Proximity to schools.--This statistic was des­
criptive of a church area. It was considered an anvantage to 
churches in terms of population attraction. Values were as­
signed for different types of schools to conform to the re­
lative size of population they served:
Elementary . . .  1 
Jr. High . . .  2
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Sr. High . . .  3 
Block values were assigned in inverse order up to and includ­
ing 12. The church with the highest cumulative value was as­
signed the rank order of 1. For example:
1 blk. from elementary - 12 12 blks. from elementary = 1
1 blk. from jr. high = 24 12 blks, from jr. high = 2
1 blk. from sr. high = Ji6 12 blks. from sr. high = £
(high rank order) 72 (low rank order) 6
(9) - Proximity to shopping centers.— Direct distance 
measurements were converted to blocks and valued in inverse 
order, so that the church nearest a shopping center was as­
signed the highest rank.
(10) through (22).— No coding system was necessary. 
Actual figures for variables (10) and (11) were ranked in in­
verse order, so that churches having the least competition 
were assigned the highest rank order.
(23) through (42).— These variables are descriptive 
of church areas, and were calculated from O.M.A.T.3. data. 
O.M.A.T.8. zones did not conform to any regular pattern, so 
the following system was devised to find proportions of zones 
included within a one-mile radius of a specific church:
O.M.A.T.S. zones were superimposed on a city zoning 
map. . Church locations were indicated by point symbols, so 
that a clear plastic circle centered on a church symbol would 
cover an area with a one-mile radius. The number of residen­
ces within each zone in that radius was counted, using PoIk*s 
Omaha City Directory, 1967. The percentage of each O.M.A.T.S. 
zone falling within a mile radius of each church was derived
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by the formula: P0 = p/0 (100), where P = number of residen­
ces in the portion of an O.M.A.T.5. zone within a mile radius 
of a church; and 0 = the total number of residences in that 
O.M.A.T.S. zone. In other words, portions of several O.M.A.T.S. 
zones might fall within a mile radius of one church, so that 
the same percentage figure for each zone was used in computing 
O.M.A.T.S. data from that zone for variable (23) through (42). 
Values for church I were computed as follows-:
Zone 0 (28)Total (28) fa (32) Total (32)%
431 3061 279 9.1 283 26 340 31
432 1247 1156 37.2 9 3 134 49
442 1270 274 21.4 2 _0. 198 42
29 122
and so on for variables (23) through (42) for each church. 
Totals for each column were ranked with the highest figure as 
rank 1.
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APPENDIX III
MEDIANS AND RANGES 0? FORTY-TWO COLUMNS 
OF VARIABLES USING RAW DATA
Heading Col,
Accessibility 
DIst. 1-480 
Diet, future 1-480 
Proxlm. to Protes­
tant chs.
Proxlm, to.Catholic 
cha,
Proxlm, to same denom, 
Proxlm. to sub-denom. 
Proxlm. to schools 
Proxlm. to shopping 
ctrs.
No. chs. same denom.
No. chs. sub-denom. 
Pastor tenure (mos.) 
Bldg. age (mos.)
Mos, organized 
Site (000 sq. ft.)
Site cost (000)
Bldg. size (00 sq. ft.) 
Blag, cost (000) 
Parsonage size 
(00 sq. ft.)
Parsonage cost (000) 
Family units 
Yrly. bdgt. (000) 
Population
•School age population 
Total dwellings 
Occupied dwellings 
Cars
Construction
Manufacturing
Transportation
Y/holesale
Retail
Finance
From To Range Man.
28 140 112 84.0
2 60 58 23.0
2 45 43 19.0
6 52 46 13.5
1 59 58 22.0
8 60 52 33.5
17 60 43 33.0
6 58 52 21.0
2 60 58 11.0
0 55 55 26.8
0 42 42 10.0
4 220 216 21.0
36 354 318 61.0
36 984 948 85.0
40 436 396 130.0
1 40 39 15.0
18 90 72 50.0
16 564 548 98.0
12 44 32 14.8
5 50 45 20.1
15 720 705 98.0
8 254 246 32.0
168 23656 23489 6579.0
48 6166 6118 1905.0
53 6555 6502 1845.0
47 6310 6263 1763.0
63 7848 7785 2213.0
0 512 512 197.0
0 177 177 12.5
0 78 78 10.0
0 100 100 17.0
28 2670 2642 247.0
0 494 494 32.0
Cl
(2
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
48)
(9)
(10
(11
12:
(13)
(14) 
(15 
(16)
(17)
(18)
(19)
(20) 
(21) 
(22)
(23)
(24)
(25)
(26)
(27)
(28) 
(29) 
(30 
(31 
(32; 
(33)
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APPENDIX III— Continues
Heading Col. From To Range Man*
Service (34 ) 0 38 138 86 .0
Primarily agriculture (35 ) 0 1651 1651 267.0
Residential (36) 4 2177 2173 582.0
Commercial (37) 0 1122 1122 123.0
Industrial (38) 2 113 111 26 .0
Public (39) , 0 1489 1489 90 .0
Streets (40) 72 718 646 308,0
Agriculture (41 ) 37 8715 8678 525 .0
Vacant (42) 11 777 7 66 408 .0
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APPENDIX IV
■SPEARMAN'S CORRELATION COEFFICIENTS VARIABLES (1) . . . (42)
Vbls. (1) (2) (4) (5) (6) (8) (9) (12)
(2) .18
(4) -.37 -.48
(5) -.17 .01 .09
(6) .39 -.22 .03 -.04
(8) -.02 .35 -.35 -.21 -.12
(9) .41 .37 -.29 -.70 -.13 .44
(12) .22 -.07 -.08 .14 -.04 -.02 -.02
(13) .10 -.03 .21 -.64 -.01 .15 .44 -.20
V2>ls.
and
(1)
_ ( !3.)_
(2)
. (14.
(4)
(15)
(5)
(16)
(6)
(17)
(8)
(18)
(9)
(21)
(12)
(22)
(14) .33
.48
-.21 .14 -.39 .06 .14 .33 .29
(15) .27
-.04
.26
.14
-.17 .28 -.36" .18 .00 .52
(16) -.11
-.11
.18
.05
-.46
.29
-.06 -.25 .66 .31 .30
(17) .26
.17
.15
.27
-.20
.53
-.11
.37
-.03 .29 .26 .48
(18) .21
.30
.00
.45
-.13
.53
-.17
.43
-.07
.79
.26 .18 .60
(21) .26
.40
.12
.47
-.02
.63
-.05
.27
-.24
.67
.25
.80
.22 .41
(22) .08
.28
-.05
.61
-.07
.47
-.13
.35
-.24
.62
.32
.81
.14
.78
.62
(23) .12
.54
.10
.39
-.31
-.15
81
.29
-.03
. 22
.46
28
.61
.14
-.04
.31
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APPENDIX IV:— Continued*
bis.
and
(1)
(13
(23)
(2)
(14
(27)
(4)
(15)
(28)
(5)
(16)
(29)
(6)
(17)
(30)
(8)
(18)
(31)
(9)
(21)
(32)
(12)
(22)
(33)
(27) 11
.54
.94
-.01
.35
-.19
-.20
-.85
.21
-.05
.27
.38
.30
.64
.11
-.05
.28
(28) -.01
• 6l 
.71
-.31
.27
.74
-.03
-.39
-.72
-.05
.05
-.03
.02
.18
.20
.02
-.15
.20
(29) .40
.50
.55
-.12
.34
.67
.20
-.10
.43
-.71
-.18
.06
.19
.11
.13
.68
.01
.07
.07
(30) -.07
.11
.23
-.11
-.02
.13
-.04
-.21
.21
-.14
.19
.19
.04
-.31
.51
-•23
.10
-.19
-.23
-.07
(31) -.04
.29
.38
-.40
.21
.40
.13
-.18
.48
-.25
.04
.43
.03
-.06
.75
.40
-.04
.07
-.06
-.07
.13
(32) .24
.43
.90
.18
.35
.84
-.32
-.11
.47
-.75
.30
.66
-.01
.12
.35
.54
.16
.39
.74
.04
-.01
.20
(33) .35
.45
.79
.35
.39
.73
-.36
.03
.30
-.71
.27
.73
-.05
.21
.28
.56
.17
.30
.84
.12
.92
.02
.20
(34) .36
:59
.81
.14
.42
.83
-.13
-.05
.49
-.85
.09
.83
.01
.27
.09
.35
.23
.32
.79
.18
.83
-.05
.17
.89
*Within the matrix, variables are in parenthesis. Va­
riables head both columns and rows. To find the correlation 
coefficient of two variables, read to the right along under­
lined rows to find one variable; then read down the'column 
headed by that variable to the row headed by the second va­
riable. The correlation coefficient of the two variables is 
found at the Intersection of the column and row headed by.
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rM.S*
and
CD
(13)
(23)
(34)
(2)
(14)
(27)
(35)
(4)
(15)
(28)
(36)
(5)
(16)
(29)
(40)
(6)
(17)
l£i
(8)
(18
(31
(42)
(9)
(21)
(32)
(12)
(22)
(33)
(35) .11
.40
.95
.76
.09
.27
.89
-.29
-.21
.63
-.78
.31
.50
.05
.20
.21
♦ 43 
.21 
.32
.59
.03
.88
-.05
.17
.73
(36) .31
.28
.80
.74
.26 
• 12 
.72 
.82
-.47
-.19
.42
-.69
.16
.61
.04
.01
.27
.29
-.01
.21
.69
-.14
.91
-.06
-.04
.84
(40) .32
.11
.39
*26
.19
-.05
.28
.38
-.34
-.15
.26
.42
-.12
-.05
.14
.49
.06
.46
.29
.07
.32
.08
-.01
.37
-.18
-.04
.32
(41) -.36
-.46
-.62
-.81
-.05
-.43
-.70
-.61
.22
.08
-.46
-.55
.86
-.20
-.73
.06
.02
-.32
.11
.21
-.25
-.11
-.80
-.12
-.61
-.07
-.17
-.69
(42) -.36 . 
-.14 
.08 
-.17
.35
-.65
.07
.15
-.27
-.08
.04
.04
.10
.18
-.41
.34
-.16
.01
.04
.28
.22
-.02
-.16
-.09
-.02
-.04
-.35
-.16
-.16
each variable; e. g., the correlation coefficient (rho) for 
variables (l) and (2) is *18; for (2) and (A), -.48, etc. 
Where two rows of variables are found together, rho is 
grouped In rows of two beneath'. Rho for variables (1) and 
(14) is .33; for (2) and (14),.-.21; for .(13) and (14), .48, 
etc. The same system prevails where three and four rows of 
variables are grouped together. Rho for variables (1) and 
(35) is .11; for (13) and (35), 7?0; for (23) and (35), .95} 
and for (3;0 and (35), .76.
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Personal Interviews January 1969
All Saints Episcopal Church. Rev. Mark McCollum.
Bethany Baptist Church. Rev. Royal F. Peterson.
Calvary Lutheran Church. Rev. R. W. Ellison,
Central Church of the Nazarene. Rev. Jerry Hull.
. f
Christ Lutheran Church, Irvington, Nebr. Rev. C. L. Zwetzig.
Church of the National Message. Rev. Robert Belle.
N. P. Dodge Co. Ron Ericksen, Vice-President.
Evangelical Free Church. Rev. Turner Tallaksen.
Evangelical Friends Church. Rev. Harry Dillon.
First Church of Cod. Rev. Huston Bever.
Grandview Chapel. Mr. Robert Cranston, member.
Holy Cross Lutheran Church. Rev. John Rinde.
Irvington Christian Church. Rev. Dennis Armstrong.
Jaynes Street Church of God. Rev. Richard Dick.
Lutheran Church of the Atonement. Rev. E. Kirschenmann.
Maplewood Methodist Church. Rev. Kauble
Northwest Congregational Church. Rev. Don Schmidt.
Omaha Planning Board. Mr. J. Mueller.
Presbyterian Church of the Master. Rev. Robert Ware.
Re-organized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. 
Sylvester Coleman, Stake President.
St. James Catholic Church. Father Boro.
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church. Rev. Falkenroth.
St. Timothy’s Lutheran Church. Rev. Wallace Setterlund.
Seventh Day Adventist Church. Rev. Arden Clarke.
Terrace Drive Baptist Church. Rev. Melvin Mabra.
Trinity Presbyterian Church. Mr. Earl Krecklow, member. 
Underwood Hills Presbyterian Church. Rev. Belt.
Zion Lutheran Church. Rev. James Cast.
